At the Regular Meeting of the Greensville County Board of Supervisors, held on Monday, April 20, 2015, with Closed Session beginning at 5:00 P.M., and Regular Session beginning at 6:00 P.M., at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present

Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman 




Michael W. Ferguson, Vice-Chairman




James C. Vaughan



Dr. Margaret T. Lee
----------



In Re:  Closed Session

Mr. Whittington, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel, 3) Acquisition and Disposition of Real Property and 5) Industrial Development Matters.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to go into Regular Session.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #15-130

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows: Supervisor Ferguson; Supervisor Lee, aye; Supervisor Vaughan, aye and Chairman Wiley, aye.
  




RESOLUTION #15-130
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
---------


Chairman Wiley recessed the meeting until the Conclusion of the Water and Sewer Authority Meeting.
----------



Chairman Wiley reconvened the meeting at 6:00 p.m., at which time she gave the Pledge of Allegiance and the Invocation.  
---------


In Re:  Approval of Agenda


Mr. Whittington, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended approval of the agenda with no added items.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve the Agenda as submitted. Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.
---------


In Re:  Approval of Consent Agenda


Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve the Consent Agenda containing the following items: Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley. 
-----



Minutes of the Meeting held on April 6, 2015.
----

Budgetary Matters consisting of the following:  Fund #001 – Journal Voucher #67, in the amount of $15,684.00 and Fund #018 – Journal Voucher #3, in the amount of $6,313.00, both of which are incorporated herein by reference. 
-----


Warrants:

Approval of Accounts Payable for April 20, 2015, in the amount of $207,739.08
----------



In Re:  Public Hearing

Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors go into Public Hearing to solicit public comments regarding and Acquisition and Disposition of Real Property Matter and a Zoning Matter.

-----



In Re:  Transfer of Property Jointly Owned by Greensville County and the City of Emporia to VDOT for the I-95 Bridge Project

Mr. Lin Pope, Planning Director, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that VDOT was planning to replace the two bridges on Interstate 95 that crossed the Meherrin River near Exit 11.  He stated that as a part of that project, VDOT needed to obtain 1,016 square feet of property that was jointly owned by the City of Emporia and the County of Greensville.  He also stated that VDOT had provided all information needed to make the transaction a reality.  Mr. Pope stated that Staff recommended approval of the disposition of the property and the execution of the appropriate paperwork.

Chairman Wiley asked if anyone was present to comment regarding the transfer of the property.  There was no one.

-----



In Re:  ZM-1-15 – Virginia Electric & Power Company d/b/a Dominion Virginia Power Company


Mr. Pope stated that the applicant was requesting to rezone the property from A-1 to A-I with a Conditional Use Planned Development (“CUPD”) pursuant to Section 16-5 of the Greensville County Zoning Ordinance to allow for “electric generation facilities” as use exception in the A-1 Agricultural District located 2600’ southwest of the Pleasant Shade Drive (Hwy 58)/Grassy Pond Road (State Route 606) intersection in Election District Four.  He stated that the reason Virginia Power was asking for a CUPD was because they needed a 50’ buffer versus a 75 or 100 foot buffer that were normally required.  He also stated that they were asking for a section for structures up to 250’ tall.  He further stated that on March 4th, they submitted proffers that would become conditions of the requested permit.  Mr. Pope stated that Staff was requesting approval of the CUPD with the conditions and in a separate action; state law required the County to accept the proffers.

Chairman Wiley asked if there were any comments. 

Mr. Jim Eck, Vice President and Business Development for Virginia Dominion Powers, addressed the Supervisors and gave background information regarding the need for new power generation.  He stated that Staff had evaluated many sites across the Commonwealth but came here to Greensville because it was the best valued site for customers and because of the working relationship and collaboration with the County Staff.  He also stated that as a part of that working relationship, one of the most important items was the welcoming to Greensville County that was communicated by the Staff.  He further thanked the Board of Supervisors for providing the best valued site warm welcoming.  He then thanked Staff, Moses, David, Natalie, Lin and Russell for their tireless work to find the right agreements that benefited both the County and Dominion Power.  Mr. Eck stated that an RFP was conducted for the best fit.  He stated that it was announced recently that Greensville County won the RFP process.  He also stated that it still had to go through the State Corporation. He further stated that Virginia Dominion Power would be filing the application with the State Corporation Commission in July and then upon a favorable ruling that was expected by April of 2016, to proceed with the project shortly thereafter in 2016.

Mr. Emil Abram, Director of Business Development, addressed the Board of Supervisors to give a power point presentation.  The power point equipment malfunctioned at this time and Mr. Abram was not able to give his presentation.

----------



In Re:  Regular Session


Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Mr. Vaughan, to return to Regular Session.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:  Resolution #15-131 – Transfer of Property (Tax Map #120-1-02) Jointly Owned by Greensville County and the City of Emporia to VDOT for the I-95 Bridge Project.


Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended approval of the following Resolution.

RESOLUTION #15-131

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (TAX MAP #120-1-02)
JOINTLY OWNED BY

GREENSVILLE COUNTY AND THE CITY OF EMPORIA 
TO VDOT FOR THE I-95 BRIDGE PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Transportation needs to purchase 1,016 s.f. of  property jointly owned by Greensville County and the City of Emporia for the purpose of making improvements to the bridge at Exit 11 on Interstate 95; and


WHEREAS, the property is identified as City tax map parcel 120 - 1 - 0 – 2; and

WHEREAS, Greensville County will deed their interest to the Virginia Department of Transportation as requested at a cost of $800.00.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors does hereby agree to transfer said property to VDOT as requested.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve Resolution #15-131.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

-----



In Re:  ZMA-1-15-Virginia Electric & Power Company d/b/a Dominion Virginia Power Company


Mr. Whittington stated that two actions were needed to complete ZMA-1-15.  He stated that the first action was to approve the proffers offered by Dominion.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve the proffers.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

Mr. Whittington stated that the second action was to approve the zoning application with the following conditions:

1. Use Exceptions Pursuant to CUPD (Sec. 16-5 of the Zoning Ordinance).  The use of the Property shall be limited to:

A. Electrical generating facilities, to include a facility primarily fueled by natural gas with oil and/or kerosene as a potential secondary fuel (the “Gas Generation Facility”) and one or more solar power generation facilities (“Solar Facilities”), but not to include the use of coal or nuclear reaction as fuel sources.

B. Accessory uses such as associated substations, meteorological towers, communications equipment related to use and operation of a permitted use on the Property, switching yards, transformer stations, above-ground electrical lines, above ground and underground utilities, and other similar facilities.

C. One or more observation platforms for any Solar Facilities.

D. Any use permitted by right in the Agricultural (A-1) District.

2. Construction Management and Mitigation.  The applicant’s construction activities on the Property shall be subject to the following conditions and requirements:

A. Construction Management Plan.  The applicant shall prepare a “Construction Management Plan” for each applicable site plan for the Gas Generation Facility or any Solar Facilities, and each such plan shall address the following:

i. Traffic control methods.

ii. Lane closures.

iii. How construction traffic will be directed to the property.

iv. Flagging procedures.

v. Signage.

B. Construction Mitigation Plan.  The applicant shall prepare a “Construction Mitigation Plan” for each applicable site plan for the Gas Generation Facility or any Solar Facilities, and each such plan shall address the following:

i. Dust mitigation.

ii. Smoke and burn mitigation.

iii. Measures to limit specified construction activities between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. that occur within five hundred (500) feet of any off-site residence existing at the time that these proffers are accepted by the Board of Supervisors.

iv. Procedure for receiving and responding directly to issues raised by adjacent and nearby landowners regarding matters covered by the Construction Mitigation Plan.

C. Fencing.  The applicant shall install security fencing prior to intensive construction activities occurring on the Gas Generation Facility and each Solar Facility project.

D. Lighting.  During construction the Gas Generation Facility and each Solar Facility, any temporary construction lighting shall positioned downward, inward, and shielded to eliminate glare from all adjacent properties.  Emergency and/or safety lighting shall be exempt from this construction lighting condition.

E. Construction Access; Road Improvements.  Primary access to the Property during construction of the Gas Generation Facility and any Solar Facilities shall be by way of Radium Road and the portion of Rogers Road that is immediately adjacent to the Property.  Applicant will improve the portions of Radium Road and Rogers Road where those roads immediately abut the Property, which improvements shall be subject to plans approved by the Virginia Department of Transportation (“VDOT”).  Such improvements shall be completed in accordance with a phasing plan to be included with the Construction Management Plan.

3. Operations.  Post construction operations of the Gas Generation Facility and any  Solar Facilities shall be subject to the following conditions and requirements.

A. Permanent Security Fence.  The applicant shall install a permanent security fence around the Gas Generation Facility and the boundary perimeter(s) for each Solar Facility project, with fencing that is a minimum height of six (6) feet.  Such installation shall occur prior to operations for each such project.

B. Lighting.

i. Any on-site lighting provided for the operational phase of each facility shall be shielded away from adjacent properties and shall be positioned downward to minimize light spillage onto adjacent properties.

ii. Emergency and/or safety lighting shall be exempt from this lighting condition.

C. Noise.  Except as otherwise provided herein, the applicant will implement noise attenuation measures to ensure that noise levels attributable to commercial operations of any electric generating facilities will be kept to a L90 reading of 75 dba (decibels) or less at all property liens.  Where the property line is adjacent to a public road, this noise attenuation standard will be as measured from properties on the opposite side of the road if such properties are owned by someone other than the applicant.

D. Site Entrance.  Permanent entrance ways and parking areas (excluding on site travel ways) for the Gas Generation Facility will have asphalt surface or better and shall be maintained in a manner that will keep dust to a minimum so as not to adversely impact adjacent properties.

4. General.  

A. Buffer/Setback Exceptions Pursuant to CUPD (Sec. 16-5 of the Zoning Ordinance).

i. A minimum fifty (50) foot buffer/setback (consisting of existing trees and vegetation) shall be maintained where the Property abuts lands owned by others (the “Property Buffer”).  Fallen, diseased, or dead plant growth may be removed from the Property Buffer.  The Property Buffer shall allow the inclusion of (i)  power lines, (ii)  gravel roads/entrances, (iii) guardhouses, (iv) security gates, fences and related facilities, (v) various utility easements and related facilities, (vi)  stormwater facilities, and (vii) erosion and sediment control facilities.

ii. A minimum fifty (50) foot buffer/setback shall be maintained where the Property abuts any public rights of way, as such rights of way may be reconfigured or relocated prior to or concurrent with any construction activities related to the Gas Generation Facilities and any Solar Facilities (the “Road Buffer”).  The Road Buffer shall allow the inclusion of (i)  power lines, (ii)  gravel roads/entrances, (iii)  guardhouses, (iv)  security gates, fences and related facilities, (v)  various utility easements and related facilities, (vi)  stormwater facilities, and (vii)  erosion and sediment control facilities.

B. Observation Platform.

i. At the option of applicant, an observation platform or platforms may be constructed on the Property for any Solar Facilities.

ii. Access to the observation platform shall be limited to daylight hours and by appointment only.

iii. Parking for private vehicles accessing the observation platform may be provided by the applicant off-site.

C. Height Exceptions Pursuant to CUPD (Sec. 16-5 of the Zoning Ordinance).  Structures associated with any electric generating facilities, including towers constructed for electrical lines, may exceed the maximum permitted height as provided in the A-1 Zoning District regulations, provided that no structure shall exceed the height of two hundred fifty (250) feet above ground level.  All structures that exceed the maximum permitted height as provided in the A-1 Zoning District regulations shall be identified and noted on the site plan approved for the Gas Generation Facility or any Solar Facilities.

D. Right of Entry and Inspection of Premises.  The applicant will allow designated County representatives or employee’s access to the facility at any time for inspection purposes provided such inspectors shall be subject to the applicant’s reasonable safety requirements and protocols while on the subject property.  The County may compile reports of such inspections for the Director of Planning to confirm compliance with this condition.

E. Design.  Subject to any safety requirements, including but not limited to, the Federal Aviation Administration regulations, structures above the tree height shall be a neutral or earth tone color reasonably designed to blend as much as possible into the surrounding natural environment.  Details of the treatment of these structures shall be shown on the site plan.

F. Decommissioning.  Within a reasonable time after the decommissioning or cessation of use of the Property for electrical power generation or transmission, the applicant will restore above ground structures to a “brownfield condition” or such lesser condition as may be approved by the Board of Supervisors.  Nothing herein shall require the removal of below-grade improvements.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Vaughan, to approve ZMA-1-15 with the following conditions.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mr. Whittington addressed the public stating that anyone wishing to address the Board of Supervisors to please come forward and state their name for the record.  There was no one.

----------


In Re:
Adjournment

With there being no further business, Supervisor Lee moved, seconded by Supervisor Ferguson, to adjourn the meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.






_____________________________________







Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman






___________________________________







K. David Whittington, Clerk
4

