At the Regular Meeting, held on Monday, August 17, 2020, with Closed Session beginning at 5:15 P.M., and Regular Session beginning at 6:00 P.M. via Live Stream due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, at the Golden Leaf Commons, 1300 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman
 


James R. Brown, Vice-Chairman



William B. Cain



Tony M. Conwell



              

----------

 
           Chairman Astrop called the meeting to order.
----------



In Re: Closed Session


Mrs. Brenda Parson, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel and 7) Legal Matters.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.  

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Regular Session.    A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #21-21

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

RESOLUTION #21-21
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING


WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
----------



In Re:  Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation


Mrs. Astrop led the Pledge of Allegiance and Supervisor Cain gave the Invocation.
----------

In Re:  Approval of Agenda 
Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Agenda with one added item – under Other Matters – Resolution #21-28.
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the agenda as amended.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------


In Re:  Consent Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda consisting of the following:

-----



Minutes from the meeting of August 3, 2020.

-----



Budgetary Matters consisting of the following:  Fund #001 – Journal Voucher #10, in the amount of $4,000, Journal Voucher #11, in the amount of $9,640, Re-Appropriations Resolution #21-22, in the amount of $5,135 and Budget Amendment Resolution #21-23, in the amount of $5,600; Fund #018 – Re-Appropriations Resolution #21-24, in the amount of $92,180.84 and Budget Amendment Resolution #21-25, in the amount of $850.00 and Fund #075 – Re-Appropriations Resolution #21-26, in the amount of $568,485, all of which are incorporated herein by reference.
-----



In Re:  Warrants:


Approval of Accounts Payable for August 17, 2020, in the amount of, $485,719.85.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the Consent Agenda. A roll call vote was taken as follows:   Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In Re:  Public Hearing

Mrs. Parson stated Staff recommended the Board go into Public Hearing to solicit public comments regarding a proposed amendment to the Greensville County Code – Chapter 19.9: Courthouse Security Fees and two Zoning Matters – SP-6-20, Anita Wong and SP-7-20, Crystal Lucy.
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Public Hearing.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In Re:  Proposed Amendment to the Greensville County Code – 19.9: Courthouse Security Fees 


Mrs. Parson addressed the Board stating that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors were proposing an amendment to the courthouse security fee as a part of the cost in each criminal and traffic case.  She stated that the amendment, if adopted, would be increase from $10 to $20 and be effective September 1, 2020.  She then asked if there were anyone present to speak in reference to the proposed amendment to the code. There was no one.
-----



In Re: SP-6-20 - Anita Wong 


Mr. Lin Pope, Director of Planning, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that the applicant wished to place a temporary manufactured home upon their family’s property to assist the applicant’s son given the nature of his medical conditions.  He stated that the property was located Northside of Hilltop Lane 265 feet from Massie Branch Road intersection in Election District Two.  Mr. Pope stated that Staff and the Planning Commission recommended approval of the request.  He asked if the Board had any questions.  There was none.
-----



In Re:  SP-7-20 – Crystal Lucy


Mr. Pope addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that the applicant wished to operate a home business and construct a hair salon upon property located at 338 Brunswick Road in Election District Three.  Mr. Pope stated that Staff and the Planning Commission recommended approval of the request.  He asked if the Board had any questions.  There was none.


Mrs. Parson asked if anyone was present who wished to speak in reference to either Zoning case.  

Mrs. Lucy addressed the Board and gave reasons why SP-7-20 should be approved.  She also gave background information pertaining to the case.

----------



In Re:  Return to Public Hearing


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff was requesting that the Board return to Regular Session.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to return to Regular Session. A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In Re:  Greensville County Code – Cost Assessed for Courtroom Security


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff was requesting that the Board approve the Cost Assessed for Courtroom Security from $10 to $20.


Supervisor Conwell moved to approve the cost assessed for Courtroom Security fees.  There was no second.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, nay; Supervisor Cain, nay; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, nay.

-----



In Re:  SP-6-20 Anita Wong


Chairman Astrop moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve SP-6-20.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In R:  SP-7-20 – Crystal Lucy


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve SP-7-20.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mrs. Parson stated that anyone wishing to address the Board of Supervisors to come forward, state their name and address for the record.


Mr. Willie Taylor, 907 South Main Street, addressed the Board with concerns regarding the hiring of another bus driver without going through the regular hiring procedures.  He stated that he was out of work for months because he had not taken a physical.  He also stated that there were other bus drivers that had not taken a physical as of yet.
-----



In Re:  Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department Building Repairs (JVFD)

Mr. Reggie Owens, Program Administrator, addressed the Board stating that at a previous meeting, he requested for funding to do window replacements at the JVFD. He stated that Staff had requested that Mr. Clint Slate of Slate and Spivey Building to perform a thorough assessment of the roof.  He then asked Mr. Slate to come forward.

Mr. Slate addressed the Board stating that he had inspected the entire roof and there were leaks around the roof columns.  He stated that the roof also needed ventilation by installing fans. He also stated that he inspected the windows and the windows were in disrepair.  Mr. Slate stated that he would provide the Board with pictures regarding the condition of the windows.  He stated that if the columns were fixed and fans installed, the roof should last about another 20 years.

Supervisor Cain asked Mr. Slate if he was provided a list of the necessary items for repair.  Mr. Slate stated yes he was provided a list.


Mr. Owens stated that Staff was requesting authorization to move forward with replacing the windows and making the repairs to the roof.  He stated that after those items were fixed, Staff would re-evaluate the list prioritizing the other items that needed to be repaired.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to move forward with the necessary repairs to the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department building.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  COVID-19 Update


Mr. Owens stated based on the information provided by the Crater Health District (CHD), as of Friday August 14, 2020, Greensville County had 532 positive cases of COVID -19 and the City of Emporia had 183 positive COVID-19 cases reported.  He stated that he would like to remind the public that these numbers represented a total number of positive cases since the CHD began reporting the numbers.  He also stated that both the Department of Corrections (DOC) and Long Term Care Facilities (LTCF) numbers were reported with the County and City’s numbers.  Mr. Owens further stated that 26 deaths had been reported as caused by COVID-19 in both localities.  He stated that based on cases per capita, even with deducting the DOC and LTCF numbers, this community ranked as the worse within the CHD for positive cases.

Mr. Owens stated that on August 13, 2020, the CHD conducted a drive through test site behind the Golden Leaf Commons.  He stated that Staff members and volunteers assisted the CHD in conducting the tests and 23 tests were administered during the testing.  He also stated during the after action review, the CHD decided that in the future to best utilize resources, testing would be in conjunction with the City of Emporia.  Mr. Owens stated that Staff would continue to alternate the location of testing between the County and City of Emporia.  He then stated that locations of future testing would be coordinated to accommodate the most people as to maximize the number tested at each event.

Mr. Owens stated that during the last testing session, there was confusion between testing and the PPE giveaway.  He stated that Staff would not schedule those two events simultaneously, due to the risk of cross contamination, and the spread of COVID-19.  He stated that Staff would continue to use CODE RED as the primary mean of notification for both testing and the PPE giveaway. Mr. Owens stated that residents were reminded to listen closely to the announcements to determine what type of event was being promoted.

Mr. Owens stated that Staff would like to remind residents that they should continue to follow the guidelines set by CHD that included to wash hands often with warm soapy water or use hand sanitizer, clean frequently touched surfaces, practice social distancing (6 feet apart), wear a mask in public or when social distancing is not practical, avoid large gatherings and follow guidelines from the Governor’s Office. 
Supervisor Brown asked how many masks and sanitizers were in each packet.  Mr. Owens stated that there were two hand sanitizers in each packet and the current packets had three washable masks.

Chairman Astrop asked if there was a tentative date and site for the next round of testing.  Mr. Owens stated sometime in September but the location had not be decided on as of yet.

----------



In Re: Resolution #21-28 – Moratorium on Annual Merit Increases for County Employees

Mrs. Parson read Resolution #21-28 into record and stated Staff was requesting approval of the following resolution.

GREENSVILLE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

RESOLUTION #21-28
MORATORIUM ON ANNUAL MERIT INCREASES FOR COUNTY EMPLOYEES

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 crisis has imposed hardships on Greensville County (“County”), including the possibility that the County’s tax revenues may be less than in previous years; 

WHEREAS, the County has a longstanding policy of awarding merit increases to employees, each year, based on each employee’s level of performance; and 

WHEREAS, on account of COVID-19 issues, including the unpredictable impact on County revenues, the Board of Supervisors (“Board”) has decided to impose a moratorium on the awarding of annual merit increases until such time as the COVID-19 crisis has passed. 

IT IS, ACCORDINGLY, HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:

1. The Board hereby imposes a moratorium on the awarding of annual merit increases, as a result of which moratorium no annual merit increases will be hereafter awarded until the Board rescinds the moratorium effected hereby. 

2. The County staff will continue its practice of preparing annual evaluations of each employee throughout the term of the moratorium, so that the Board will have that information available to it if and when the moratorium is rescinded. 

3. Unless the moratorium has been rescinded at an earlier date, at a duly convened meeting of the Board in January 2021, the Board will review the moratorium effected hereby, and make such revisions to said moratorium, if any, as the Board determines to be appropriate. 

Supervisor Cain moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve Resolution #21-28.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, nay and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Adjournment


With there being no further business to discuss, Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adjourn the meeting. A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

                                                       







______________________________

                                                                        Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman







______________________________







Brenda N. Parson, Clerk
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