At the Regular Meeting, held on Monday, August 3, 2020, with Closed Session beginning at 4:15 P.M., in the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room and Regular Session beginning at 6:00 P.M., via Live Stream due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, at the Golden Leaf Commons, 1300 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman
 


James R. Brown, Vice-Chairman



William B. Cain



Tony M. Conwell
              

----------

 
           Chairman Astrop called the meeting to order.
----------



In Re:  Closed Session


Mrs. Brenda Parson, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel and 7) Legal Matters.

Supervisor Brown moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.  

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Regular Session.    A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #21-16

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

RESOLUTION #21-16
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING


WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
----------



In Re:  Approval of Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors approve the Agenda with two added items – School Cost Sharing Agreement and the Selection of an Evaluation Form.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the Agenda as amended.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Consent Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda consisting of the following:  
-----



Minutes of the Special Meeting of July 21, 2020.
-----



Budgetary Matters consisting of the following:  Fund #001 – Journal Voucher #5, in the amount of $29.99 and Journal Voucher #9, in the amount of $200.00 and Fund #018 – Re-Appropriations Resolution #21-17, in the amount of $26,059.69, all of which are incorporated herein by reference.

-----

Warrants:


Approval of Accounts Payable for August 3, 2020, in the amount of, $666,500.79

Approval of Payroll for July 31, 2020, in the amount of, $502,175.85

Mrs. Parson stated that the warrants had increased by $22,477.23.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Public Hearing


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Public Hearing to solicit public comments regarding Removal of the War Memorial.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Public Hearing.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In Re:  Removal of the War Memorial

Mrs. Parson stated that a notice of the Public Hearing was duly advertised as required by State Code 15.2-18 and amended on July 1, 2020 that permitted a locality to remove, relocate, cover, or contextualize any such monument. She then asked if anyone was present who wished to speak in regards to the Removal of the War Memorial.


Mr. Russell Slayton, County Attorney, stated that the Board had three options.  He stated that the first option was that the Board was not required to take action this evening on the proposed item. He stated that the second option was that the Board could decide against relocating the monument accordingly.  He then stated that the third option was that if the Board chose to remove, recommend removal or act to remove the monument from the courthouse, Staff had prepared the following resolution that he read into record.
GREENSVILLE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

RESOLUTION #21-18

MONUMENT ON COURTHOUSE SQUARE  


WHEREAS, in compliance with Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B., on August 3, 2020, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) conducted a duly advertised public hearing regarding the possible removal of a Confederate monument now located on Courthouse square; 
WHEREAS, after considering comments made at the public hearing, the Board has decided to remove the monument from Courthouse square;
WHEREAS, Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B. requires that before such removal be effected, certain entities be afforded an opportunity to take possession of the monument;
IT IS, ACCORDINGLY, HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board as follows: 

1. The monument now located on Courthouse square will be removed. 

2. Until September 4, 2020, any entity designated in Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B. shall have the right to request possession of the monument. 

3. The entities designated in Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B. are: “any museum, historical society, government, or military battlefield”.

4. If none of the designated entities requests to take possession of the monument, at its meeting on September 8, 2020, or at a subsequent meeting, the Board will determine where the monument will be relocated after its removal from Courthouse square. 

5. As authorized by Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.C., the Board will pay the cost to remove and relocate the monument. 
Mr. Slayton then reviewed the Public Hearing Protocols that were previously adopted by the Board.  He stated that each speaker would be given three minutes to address the Board of Supervisors.  He stated that the time limit would be strictly enforced and he would advise each speaker when two minutes had elapsed, along with being notified when the entire three minutes had elapsed.  He further stated that each speaker would address the Board of Supervisors only and not engage in conversation with people in the audience.
-----



In Re:   Mrs. Martha Dodd-Slippy of 5454 Dry Bread Road, Emporia, VA

Mrs. Martha Slippy addressed the Board and read a letter she received from Ms. Jane Adams of California regarding removal of the War Memorial at Courthouse Square. She stated that she and Ms. Adams were not in support for the removal of the statue.
-----



In Re:  Mrs. Linda Richardson, 935 Crescent Road, Emporia, VA  


Mrs. Linda Richards addressed the Board of Supervisors requesting that the statue at Courthouse Square honoring the Confederate Soldier be removed.  She then cited several reasons as to why the statue should be removed.

-----



In Re:  Mr. Terry Miles, 224-A Grigg Avenue, Jarratt, VA


Mr. Terry Miles addressed the Board stating that as an employee of Greensville County, he was requesting removal of the statue at Courthouse Square.  He then gave his personal reasons as to why the statue should be removed.

-----



In Re:  Ms. Jane Burn, 2146 Slagles Lake Road, Emporia, VA  

Ms. Jane Burn addressed the Board and stated reasons as to why the statue should remain at Courthouse Square.  She then requested that the Board not approve removal of the statue.

-----



In R:  Mr. Linwood Grove, 305 Jefferson Street, Emporia, VA  


Mr. Linwood Grove addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that his recommendation was that the statue be removed.
-----



In Re:  Ms. Cheryl Moody, 935 Low Ground Road, Emporia, VA 


Mrs. Cheryl Moody addressed the Board in reference to Love, Romanticizing and Truth.  She then read a love story and recommended removal of the confederate statue.
-----



In Re:  Mr. William Bradley from Sussex County


Mr. Bradley addressed the Board stating that he was in favor of the statue remaining at Courthouse Square.

-----



In Re:  Michael Stephens, 1182 Newsome Lane, Emporia, VA  


Mr. Michael Stephens addressed the Board stating that he recommended the statue remain at Courthouse Square.

-----



In Re:  Mr. Edward Bryant, 1940 Sussex Drive, Emporia, VA 


Mr. Edward Bryant addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that he would hate to see the statue removed and did not want any taxpayer’s money being used to remove the statue.

-----



In Re:  Bain Drummond, 1335 Low Ground Road, Emporia, VA 


Mr. Bain Drummond addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that he did not care to remove or not remove the statue as long as it was done respectfully.  He stated that his suggestion was to allow the citizens to make the decision regarding the removal of the statue at the next upcoming election by voting on the issue.

-----


Chairman Astrop stated that she had received a petition with over 100 signatures from citizens who wanted the statue removed.  A copy of which is incorporated herein by reference.
----------




In Re:  Return to Regular Session


Chairman Astrop recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.  


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to return to Regular Session.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.


Chairman Astrop stated that she was not about destroying or eliminating any type of history.  She stated that she felt the statue should be removed from Courthouse Square and placed at a location for those who wanted to continue to see and appreciate the statue.


Supervisor Cain stated that wherever the statue was placed, it should not be in the view of the public.

----------



In Re:  Removal of War Memorials Resolution #21-18

Supervisor Cain moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to accept the following resolution.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, nay and Chairman Astrop, aye.

RESOLUTION #21-18

MONUMENT ON COURTHOUSE SQUARE  


WHEREAS, in compliance with Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B., on August 3, 2020, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) conducted a duly advertised public hearing regarding the possible removal of a Confederate monument now located on Courthouse square; 
WHEREAS, after considering comments made at the public hearing, the Board has decided to remove the monument from Courthouse square;
WHEREAS, Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B. requires that before such removal be effected, certain entities be afforded an opportunity to take possession of the monument;
IT IS, ACCORDINGLY, HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board as follows: 
1. The monument now located on Courthouse square will be removed. 

2. Until September 4, 2020, any entity designated in Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B. shall have the right to request possession of the monument. 

3. The entities designated in Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.B. are: “any museum, historical society, government, or military battlefield”.

4. If none of the designated entities requests to take possession of the monument, at its meeting on September 8, 2020, or at a subsequent meeting, the Board will determine where the monument will be relocated after its removal from Courthouse square. 

5. As authorized by Virginia Code Section 15.2-1812.C., the Board will pay the cost to remove and relocate the monument. 
----------



In Re:  Rural Solar Development Coalition – Ms. Susan Seward, Consultant and Mr. Robert Crocket, President


Ms. Seward and Mr. Crocket addressed the Board and gave a power point presentation regarding the overview of the 2020 Legislation and Rural Solar Development Coalition (RSDC), RSDC Update and 2020 General Assembly Report, Comprehensive Solar Legislative Tracking Report, and the Activity Report. Ms. Seward ended the presentation by stating that Advantus Strategies could be of service to Greensville County with a membership fee of $5,000.

Chairman Astrop stated that the Board needed more time for discussion to consider becoming a member of the Rural Solar Development Coalition.

----------



In Re:  Cover Three Foundation – Mr. Willie Gillus


Mr. Gillus addressed the Board of Supervisors requesting temporary use of the Washington Park Building.  He gave brief background information regarding himself and the Washington Park building located in the Washington Park community. He also stated that the Cover Three Foundation was asking for temporary use of the building to give away free meals to the local kids.  He further stated that Mr. Craig Scott of Courtland, VA. was the founder of the Cover Three Foundation.  Mr. Gillus stated that the Cover Three Foundation was now feeding free over 800 kids per day in the state of Virginia.  He stated that over 3500 kids had been fed in the past three years.  He then stated that the meals would be prepared and picked up by the residents of Greensville County by way of drive thru with no socializing or people getting out of their vehicles.  

Supervisor Cain stated that before the pandemic, 220 kids were being fed on Saturday mornings.  He stated that there were a lot of kids in the community that were hungry due to the lack of prepared meals since school was out.  He then stated that if there was anything that the Board could do to help with the feeding of kids, he was all for it.


Chairman Astrop stated that she was very familiar with the Cover Three Foundation and they had done some great work.  She stated that she felt it would be a great asset to the County.

Supervisor Brown moved, seconded by Supervisor Cain, to approve the Cover Three Foundation’s request.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------


In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mrs. Parson asked if anyone was present who wished to address the Board of Supervisors to please come forward and state their name and address.  There was no one.
----------


In Re:  School Cost Sharing Agreement

Mrs. Parson stated Staff was requesting approval of Resolution #21-20 that approved the revised agreement presented to the Board after the meeting of the School Board last week.  She then stated that Staff recommended approval of the following resolution.

RESOLUTION #21-20

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL COST SHARING AGREEMENT

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 DATED JULY 29, 2020

WHEREAS, Greensville County, the City of Emporia negotiated an agreement which determines net local school costs for Fiscal Year 2020-2021, and determines the sharing of local school costs for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 between Greensville County and the City of Emporia; 

WHEREAS, on July 21, 2020, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors approved an agreement titled “School Cost Sharing Agreement for Fiscal Year 2020-2021”; 

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2020, at the request of the School Boards for Greensville County and the City of Emporia, two revisions were made to that agreement, which revisions appeared in paragraphs 7.B. and 7.C. thereof; 

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2020, both School Boards approved the revised agreement dated July 29, 2020, as revised, and each School Board authorized execution of the revised agreement in its behalf; and

WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to evidence its approval of the revised agreement dated July 29, 2020. 

IT IS, ACCORDINGLY, HEREBY RESOLVED by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that the agreement titled “School Cost Sharing Agreement for Fiscal Year 2020-2021”, dated July 29, 2020, is hereby approved in the form this day presented, or as hereafter modified by agreement among the Board Chair, the County Administrator and the County Attorney, and the Board Chair is hereby authorized to execute said agreement on behalf of Greensville County. 


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve Resolution #21-20.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Selection of an Evaluation Form

Mr. Slayton stated that the Board would adjourn this meeting until Wednesday, August 12, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. to discuss this issue.
----------



In Re:
COVID-19 Update
Mr. Reggie Owens, Emergency Services Coordinator/Program Administrator, stated according to the Crater Health District (CHD) statistics as of today August 3, 2020, Greensville County had 403 cases of COVID 19 , and Emporia had 166 cases, bringing the community’s total to 569. He stated that residents were reminded to continue to stay at home when possible, limit close contact with people, practice social distancing, wear a mask in public and wash hands frequently using warm soapy water, or use hand sanitizer if soap and warm water were not available.

He also stated that Staff conducted four Personal Protective Equipment Points of Distribution (PPEPODS) last Monday, July 27th and Tuesday July 28th in Greensville County.  He stated that all Board members were present at the PPEPODS within their Election District, and Mrs. Anne Brown of the Jarratt Town Council was present at the PPEPOD held in Jarratt.  Mr. Owens stated that over 1300 PPE Kits were distributed to residents at the drive thru sites in those two days.  He stated that Staff was planning another PPEPOD later this month for the working residents that could not make it to the day events held last month.  He further stated that the event would be held from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. behind the Golden Leaf Commons at a date to be determined during the month of August.  Mr. Owens stated that all materials distributed during the events were received as part of Governor Northam’s Health Equity Pilot Program.  He also stated that Delegate Tyler’s office was instrumental in Greensville County receiving the resources to make these events possible. 

Mr. Owens further stated that Greensville County would be impacted by severe weather from Hurricane Isaias according to the National Weather Service (NWS) reports. He stated that the County could expect 3-6 inches of rain and wind speeds could reach 60 MPH according to the NWS briefing as of 12 noon today.  He also stated that local flooding, downed power lines and outages, downed trees, and impassible roads were expected.  Depending on the severity of the storm would determine office closure, but Staff was requesting authorization for delay of opening in the morning until at least 10AM.  Mr. Owens stated that delayed opening would allow employees the opportunity to access damage to their homes prior to coming to work. 

Supervisor Conwell asked if the Greensville Correctional Center inmates were included in the number of cases for Greensville County.  Mr. Owens stated yes. 

----------


In Re:  Adjournment


With there being no further business to discuss, Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adjourn the meeting until Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. at the Golden Leaf Commons. A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

                                                                  







______________________________

                                                                        Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman







______________________________







Brenda N. Parson, Clerk
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