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Introduction                   
Responding effectively to disasters requires a coordinated community-wide effort.  This guide is designed to provide you information relating to disasters and to help you make sound decisions.

The County’s Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) clearly spells out how the various County agencies, individually and collectively, prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters.

This guide has been developed for the residents of Greensville County at the direction of the Board of Supervisors members for your use before and during disasters.

This guide also includes a list of contacts and important numbers.  If you have any questions or would like to learn more about emergency management, please contact Reggie Owens, Program Coordinator for Greensville County.
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Disaster Declarations      
Local government has direct responsibility for the safety of its residents.  State government has additional legal responsibilities for emergency response and recovery, and serves as the point of contact between local and federal governments.

The Director of Emergency Services for the County is the Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors, Peggy R. Wiley. The day-to-day activities of the emergency preparedness program have been delegated to the County Administrator, K. David Whittington and the Program Coordinator, Reggie Owens. The Director, in conjunction with the County Administrator and the Emergency Services Coordinator, will direct and control emergency operations in time of emergency and issue directives to other services and organizations concerning disaster preparedness.
The County Administrator assisted by the Program Coordinator and department heads, will develop and maintain a primary Emergency Operations Center (EOC) from which to direct operations in time of an emergency.  The primary EOC is currently located in the Sheriff’s Office, 174 Uriah Branch Way, Emporia, Virginia.  The alternate EOC facility is located in the County Administration Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.
The Declaration Process
Step 1:
Conditions indicate a local disaster is                        likely to occur or has already occurred.

Step 2:  Local disaster declared by the Director of Emergency Services or her designee.  This declaration must be confirmed by the County Board of Supervisors within 5 days.
Step 3:
Director of Emergency Management requests a State Declaration.

Step 4:
Governor requests a presidential Declaration.
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Preparedness                                  
Preparedness involves activities that are done before a disaster.  To be prepared, you should have a plan and supplies for you and your family.
Disaster can strike quickly and without warning.  It can force you to evacuate your neighborhood or confine you to your home.  Make sure you have developed an adequate emergency preparedness plan for you and your family.  The following are some things that you should have on hand that will help in a disaster:
· Have water, nonperishable food and other supplies on hand to be able to be self-sufficient for 72 hours. (1 gallon per person per day)
· Assemble a first aid kit for your home and one for each car.

· Battery operated radio and flashlight with extra batteries.

· Have sanitation supplies such as toilet paper, soap, bleach, personal hygiene supplies, etc.
· Make sure that there is an adequate supply of prescription medication for those who need it (heart and blood pressure medication, insulin, etc.)

· For babies make sure that there is formula, water for formula, diapers, medications, etc.

· Make sure all important documents are together and in a waterproof, portable container (will, insurance policies, family records, etc.)

· Make sure vehicles are full of gas.
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Evacuation        
The Director of Emergency Services is responsible for issuing the order to evacuate.  Should an evacuation become necessary, warning and evacuation instructions will be communicated using Local Radio and TV.
Greensville County High School is considered to be a   primary shelter with E W Wyatt Middle School as secondary shelter.
In the event of a small scale evacuation, shelter will be provided at the Greensville County High School.  In the event of a large scale evacuation/displacement of residents, the Coordinator will advise the Department of Social Services and the Superintendent of Schools.  The Superintendent of Schools will then activate one or more of the schools in the County as shelter center(s) and will designate a manager to be responsible for operations at the facility.
Evacuees will be advised to bring the following items with them if time and circumstances permit:  one change of clothing, special medicines, baby food and supplies if needed, and sleeping bags or blankets.
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                    Important Numbers
Emergency 



911

Sheriff’s Department

348-4200
Health Department


348-4210

County Administrator

348-4205
Utilities:







Dominion Virginia

888-667-3000


Mecklenburg


877-632-5688

Columbia Gas (pipeline)
800-543-8911

Verizon


800-483-1000

Water & Sewer Authority
348-4213 

American Red Cross

804-733-5711

For more information, visit www.vaemergency.gov/ReadyVirginia
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Greensville County Administrator’s Office


1781 Greensville County Circle


Emporia, VA  23847




















