At the Regular Meeting, held on Monday, March 2, 2020, with Closed Session beginning at 6:00 P.M. and Regular Session beginning at 7:00 P.M., in the Board Room of the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman
 


James R. Brown, Vice-Chairman



William B. Cain



Tony M. Conwell
              

----------

 
           Chairman Astrop called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
----------



In Re:  Closed Session


Mrs. Parson, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel, 3) Acquisition/Disposition of Real Property, 5) Business and/or Industry and 7) Legal Matters.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.  

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Regular Session.    A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #20-101

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

RESOLUTION #20-101
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING


WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
----------



In Re:  Approval of Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors approve the Agenda with two added items –a Closed Session Matter and an Other Matters item.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the agenda as amended.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Brown, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Astrop.
----------



In Re:  Consent Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda consisting of the following:  
-----



Minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 18, 2020.
-----



Budgetary Matters consisting of the following: Fund #001 – Budget Amendment Resolution #20-102, in the amount of, $452.95; Fund #013 – Budget Amendment Resolution #20-103, in the amount of $104.80; Fund #017 – Budget Amendment Resolution #20-104, in the amount of $3,000.00 and Fund #018 – Journal Voucher #2, in the amount of $41,904.00, all of which are incorporated herein by reference.
-----



Warrants:


Approval of Accounts Payable for March 2, 2020, in the amount of, $640,417.94

Approval of Payroll for February 28, 2020, in the amount of, $499,411.26

Supervisor Cain stated that at the last meeting, he opposed regarding Resolution #20-99, Fountain Creek Solar Project 2232 and would like to change his vote to reflect aye.


Mrs. Parson stated that the vote could not be changed after recorded in the minutes.
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the Consent Agenda.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------



In Re:  Public Hearing


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Public Hearing to solicit public comments regarding a Zoning Matter – SP-1-20, Jarratt Energy Facility.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Public Hearing.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Brown, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Astrop.

-----



In Re:  SP-1-20 – Jarratt Energy Facility


Ms. Denise Nelson, with the Berkley Group, addressed the Board stating that they had supplied the Special Use Permit Application, SP-1-20 for the Jarratt Energy Solar Project.  She stated that it was located west of Jarratt on the Southside of Wyatts Mill Road at Sykes Lane towards Allen Road.  She also stated that the applicant proposed to construct a 49-megawatts solar energy facility on four parcels that were approximately 475 acres.  She further stated that the solar panels would cover approximately 70%.  Ms. Nelson stated that there was a nearby field substation for inner connection to the grid.  She stated that the project area was currently zoned A-1 and the future land use designation for one parcel was industrial and the other three parcels were rural residential.  She stated the property was bordered by 10 small residential properties with A-1 zoning around two sides and industrial zoning on the last side.  Ms. Nelson stated the comprehensive plan recommended consideration of the application for the special use permit according to a set list of criteria.  She also stated that the Planning Commission had approved their request and that the application was in substantial compliance in accord with the comprehensive plan.  Ms. Nelson further stated that the project site was less than 1,000 acres and outside growth areas, villages, towns, city boundaries and further away from other solar facilities.  She stated that the property was also close to electric transmission lines and minimizes or had no impact on residences, historical, cultural, recreational or environmentally sensitive areas. Ms. Nelson stated that the applicant had provided conditions in alignment with the County’s standard conditions that would mitigate negative impacts on surrounding properties, cultural resources, wetlands, and stream impacts and would preserve the natural environment.  She stated that the Company had provided a draft-decommissioning plan for early consideration.   She then stated that the Planning Commission had recommended the application for approval and was in accord with the Comprehensive Plan.  Ms. Nelson stated the questions to the Board were to either approve the application that included recommending amendments to the conditions; deny the application, defer the application or lastly offer some draft language that the Board could use in its consideration.  

Mrs. Parson asked if there was anyone present who would like to speak regarding SP-1-20.


Mr. Sam Gulland, Development Manager of Torch Clean Energy, addressed the Board and gave background information regarding the company.  He also gave information regarding what had been done so far and the steps they had taken for this project. He further referenced the project via a map provided of the property in question. Mr. Gulland then referenced the steps they had already taken, the decommissioning process, the scope of the project and the favorable impacts of the project for the community.  He then requested favorable consideration by the Board to approve the project.  
-----



In Re:  Regular Session


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board return to Regular Session.  


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to return to Regular Session.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Brown, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Astrop. 
-----



In Re:  Zoning Matter SP-1-20


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve SP-1-20, Jarratt Energy Solar Facility.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye. 
--------



In Re:  Unveiling of Portraits


Chairman Astrop invited Mrs. Jacqueline T. Jordan, Mr. Raymond L. Bryant and Mr. Michael W. Ferguson to come forward for the unveiling of their portraits.  She then unveiled each portrait separately and gave background information regarding each work history and the Boards and Commissions they served on for the County of Greensville. 
----------



In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mrs. Parson addressed the public stating that anyone wishing to address the Board of

Supervisors to please come forward and state their name for the record. 
-----



In Re:  McKinley Jordan, Chairperson for Citizens United to Preserve the Greensville County Training School. 
Mr. Jordan addressed the Board thanking them for the support given through the years and especially at this particular time because there was an increase in the funding.  He also gave an update on the status of the construction projects taking place at this time.  He further stated that a $70,000 donation had not been received as of this date. Mr. Jordan stated he hoped people would not stop donating due to the misinformation.  He then stated that the next fundraiser, a gospel concert, would be held at Salem Baptist Church the first Saturday in April at 3:00 p.m.  Mr. Jordan invited the Board at this time.
-----



In Re:  Herbert Scott


Mr. Scott addressed the Board with his concern of the bridge located on Moores Ferry Road.  He stated that he had spoken with the Board, representatives of VDOT and engineers regarding the railings installed on the bridge.  He also stated that he was told that VDOT had nothing to do with the railings installed on the bridge but the engineer stated that he recommended 25 feet on each end for a total of 100 feet.  He further stated that when the railings were installed, 100 feet of railings were installed on each end that made the railings too long.  Mr. Scott stated that the problem now was that it made it a one-way road with the 100 feet of railings coming in so closely together. He stated that Friday, there was almost a head on collision with two cars and something needed to be done to have the railings shortened and curved out.  He then asked if the Board would like for him to proceed in contacting someone in reference to the bridge.

Chairman Astrop stated that she had already started working with someone about the road conditions in the County.  She stated that she would add it as a priority on her list and get back with Mr. Scott.


Mrs. Parson also stated that VDOT would be available at the next meeting and it could be discussed at that time.

----------



In Re:   Golden Leaf Commons Rental – Mrs. Debbie Drummond, Mrs. Debra Brown and Mr. Cornell Hines

Mrs. Debra Brown, President of the NAACP, Mr. Cornell Hines, Member of the NAACP and Mrs. Debbie Drummond, Golden Leaf Facility Manager, was present to address the Board regarding a request for the rental of the Golden Leaf Commons. There was a question and answer session held among the participants and the Board of Supervisors.  A lot of discussion was held in regards to the rental of the facility on October 3, 2020.

Chairman Astrop requested that the Board of Supervisors take action in regards to the rental request by the individuals involved.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, nay; Supervisor Conwell, nay; Supervisor Cain, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye. The matter died.
----------



In Re: Vehicle Tax Exemption for Fire/EMS Volunteers


Mr. Reggie Owens, Program Administrator, addressed the Board stating that currently there were 44 county residents, not including cadets or junior members that serve either in the Greensville County Fire Department, the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department or the Greensville County Volunteer Rescue Squad.  He stated that a maximum reimbursement was offered on one vehicle, personal property tax exemption of $500 to those members.  He further stated that the City of Emporia offered 100%.  Mr. Owens stated Staff recommended the Board’s approval of 100% reimbursement of personal property taxes to County Fire/EMS volunteers for one vehicle (effective for 2020 tax year).

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve Staff’s recommendation.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Loan Agreement with the Water and Sewer Authority


Mrs. Parson stated that the matter pertained to the Skippers Wastewater Treatment Plant Project and Mr. Sam Carroll, CEO of B&B Consultants was present to speak.

Mr. Carroll stated that the loan would cover some additional expenses with the Skippers Wastewater Treatment Project.  He stated that this item in particular was for the power service to the plant.  He also stated that during their preliminary engineering process, they estimated a cost of $25,000 to extend power from the existing power service in front of the plant to the building at approximately about 800 feet or more.  Mr. Carroll stated what his organization failed to do was confirm that three phase power was available at that location.  He stated that the additional cost of $427,000 was to bring that power from the intersection of Moores Ferry Road and Highway 301 down to the wastewater treatment plant site.

Supervisor Conwell asked how much of the cost was the firm willing to contribute towards the additional cost.  Mr. Carroll stated that if they had not have made the mistake, it would have been in the budget and the Authority would have paid that amount anyway.  He further stated that he was well aware that what was done was not acceptable and did not provide proper planning nor proper budgeting.  He also stated that it was not in his company’s means to pay anywhere close to the cost but would like to offer a proposal regarding a future study to be done at Exit 4 in the amount of approximately $30,000.  He stated that his company would charge the Authority half that amount for the study to be done just to show their responsibility with the error.  Further discussion was held regarding the additional cost of the project.

Mrs. Parson stated that the Board needed to take action regarding if they would take Mr. Carroll up on his offer for the amount of the $15,000.  There was consensus among the Board to accept the $15,000.


Mr. Glen Gibson, Assistant Director, addressed the Board stating that he had put information in the Friday Memo describing that $402,000 would be the worst-case scenario.  He stated that with every project before it was bid, there was a 10% contingency and after the bids were received, it was reduced to 5% contingency. He also stated that currently in this project, there was $276,841 in contingency that had not been spent. He further stated that not all of that money would be available when the treatment plant was finished and there would probably be two change orders.  Mr. Gibson stated that hopefully they would not spend all of the money and what was left in contingency would be devoted to cover the overage.  He then stated that he felt the project would cost anywhere between $126,000 to $402,000. He stated that the power plant needed power to the site by August 1, 2020.  He further stated that Dominion had informed him that in order to meet the contractor’s power to the site date, the Authority would need to execute a letter of authorization to proceed, along with the underground service agreement by March 6, 2020.  

Chairman Astrop asked if the County would be receiving a grant to fund any of the overage.  Mr. Gibson stated that he had not heard back from DEQ as far as final determination but he doubted it.  He stated that the best option would be a low interest loan and Staff was pursuing all avenues trying to cover the overage.


Supervisor Conwell asked where would they find the funding for the overage.  


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff looked at alternatives as far as the Department of Environmental Quality, Rural Development and the Virginia Resources Authority.  She stated that all of them would require applying for a loan and receiving the funds in time for the completion of this portion of the service.  She also stated not knowing how much they would need; she had talked with Mr. Gibson about a loan from the County, at a lower rate for interim financing.  She stated that once Staff found out how much the overage would be, they would replace the interim financing with permanent financing.  Mrs. Parson stated that at the current time, the County was ready to offer, with the Board’s approval, a loan to the Authority, with an interest rate slightly higher than what was on the County’s reserve accounts.  Mrs. Parson then stated that Staff needed approval to accept the offer from the County to the Authority until the project was completed.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve Staff’s recommendation.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.   
----------



In Re:
Miscellaneous Matters


Mrs. Parson stated that located in the Friday Memo were the Staff Meeting Minutes and Departmental Reports for the Board’s review and comments.


Chairman Astrop asked if there were any questions.  There were none.

----------


Adjournment


With there being no further business to discuss, Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adjourn the meeting until Monday, March 16th at 4:00 P.M. for a Budget Work Session.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

                                                                  







______________________________

                                                                        Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman







______________________________







Brenda N. Parson, Clerk
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