At the Joint Board Meeting of the Greensville County Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission, held on Tuesday, May 28, 2019, at 6:00 P.M., in the Board Room of the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Michael W. Ferguson, Chairman
 


Raymond L. Bryant, Jr., Vice-Chairman



Tony M. Conwell



William B. Cain
                     

----------

 
           Chairman Ferguson called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M., and Mr. Robinson gave the Invocation.
----------



In Re:  Roll Call Vote


A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Bryant, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Ferguson, aye.

----------



In Re:  Approval of Agenda

Mrs. Parson stated that staff recommended approval of the agenda with no added items.
Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to approve the agenda as submitted.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.
-----



In Re:
Comments by the County Attorney

Mr. Russell Slayton, County Attorney, stated that the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission had asked that he share information about how the evening would proceed.  He stated that a joint Public Hearing of the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors was scheduled for this evening.  He also stated that as required by law, notice of this evening’s joint Public Hearing was published in the Independent Messenger.  He further stated that in that publication, it was correctly disclosed, among other things, that the Board may consider amending the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance to remove solar facilities as a use permitted  with a Special Use Permit in certain districts.  Mr. Slayton stated that the published notice did not provide information about a resolution which was adopted by the Board on May 7, 2019.  He also stated that the reasons for action which the Board might have taken this evening cannot be fully understood without knowledge of the May 7 resolution, so he would now share highlights of that resolution.  Mr. Slayton stated that the Supervisors had received calls from citizens concerned by a belief that the Board intended to take action this evening which would permanently remove solar energy project as a permitted use.  He stated that to avoid misunderstanding about the Board’s intentions, the Board would consider adoption of a resolution and the resolution read as follows.

RESOLUTION #19-176

FUTURE ZONING ORDINANCE AND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS RELATING TO LARGE SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES

RECITALS

R-1
The Greensville County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution (“Resolution”) on May 7, 2019 initiating amendments to the County’s Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan addressing large solar facilities.

R-2  
The Board of Supervisors adopted the May 7, 2019 Resolution in anticipation of a continuing study and review of the land use regulatory issues involving large solar facilities by the Planning Commission, the County Staff, and the Board of Supervisors.

R-3
County staff published notices of a joint public hearing to be held by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors on May 28, 2019 with respect to the proposed Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan amendments addressed in the Resolution.

R-4
The Board of Supervisors and the County Staff have received input from citizens and property owners expressing concern about the proposed Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan amendments addressed in the Resolution and in the public hearings notices.

R-5
The Board of Supervisors has now determined that additional study is appropriate before any action with respect to the Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan amendments addressed in the Resolution.

R-6
The Board of Supervisors anticipates that the Planning Commission and the County Staff will proceed with the study of land use regulatory issues related to large solar facilities and recommend possible Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan amendments for consideration by the Board of Supervisors.

RESOLUTION
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) as follows:

RESOLVED: That the Board will not take action at this time to amend the County’s  Comprehensive Plan or Zoning Ordinance as addressed in the Resolution. 

FURTHER RESOLVED:  That because such amendments to the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance will not be considered this evening, the public hearing concerning the proposed amendments is cancelled. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That while the Board does not contemplate amending the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance at this time to remove solar energy projects greater than 20 megawatts as conditional uses in certain zoning districts, if ever this Board, or a future Board, considers such amendments, adoption of such amendments will be preceded by a public hearing, which public hearing will be advertised as required by Virginia law. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Planning Commission will continue its study of the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance, and after completion of its study recommend to the Board whether the County’s Comprehensive Plan or Zoning Ordinance, or both, should be amended to better address issues associated with large solar energy facilities. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That zoning applications for solar energy facilities submitted to the County prior to the adoption of this resolution will be evaluated and governed by the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance in effect prior to adoption of this resolution. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That after receipt of the Planning Commission’s recommendations the Board will give due consideration to those recommendations, and will undertake its own study to determine whether the County’s Comprehensive Plan, or Zoning Ordinance, or both, should be amended to better address issues associated with large solar facilities. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That zoning applications for solar energy facilities submitted to the County after adoption of this Resolution will be evaluated and governed by amendments to the County’s Comprehensive Plan, if any, and amendments to the County’s Zoning Ordinance, if any, enacted after the adoption of this resolution. 
Mr. Slayton stated that if the Resolution was adopted by the Board of Supervisors this evening, there would be no need for any action by the Board of Supervisors or the Planning Commission nor would there be any need for the Planning Commission to meet this evening.  He stated that Mr. Robinson, Chairman of the Planning Commission and he discussed how the Board intends to proceed this evening.  He further stated that Mr. Robinson supported the Board’s actions and agreed that if the Board adopted the resolution, there would be no action needed by the Planning Commission and no need for the Planning Commission to convene its meeting.  He then stated that it would now be appropriate for a member of the Board to make a motion for adoption of the resolution as presented.  Mr. Slayton stated that if the resolution was adopted by the Board, there would be no other business to be conducted this evening by the Board of Supervisors or the Planning Commission.
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve Resolution #19-176.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.

-----

In Re:  Adjournment


With there being no further business, Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Cain, to adjourn the meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson                                                                                                            .
          
                                                                       _______________________________________

                                                                        Michael W. Ferguson, Chairman






_______________________________________







Brenda N. Parson, Clerk

