The Greensville County Planning Commission meeting was held Tuesday, February 11, 2014, 7:30 P.M., at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

PRESENT

Malcolm King, Chairman

Lofton Allen 
Dianne Barnes-Rhoades

Len Hobbs

Joey Jones 
Walter Robinson

James Tucker

Peggy R. Wiley

ABSENT
Joe Antorn 
STAFF PRESENT

Linwood E. Pope, Jr.
Susan D. Conwell

OTHERS PRESENT

Lance Forsythe
Robert O’Hara

Moses A. Clements

Billy Whitman

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The Chairman called the meeting to order.  The secretary called the roll.  
__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Robinson moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Jones seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the Agenda.

__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – January 14, 2014
Commissioner Allen moved to approve the minutes of January 14, 2014. Commissioner Wiley seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the minutes of January 14, 2014.

__________

In Re:
PUBLIC HEARING


Commissioner Jones moved to go into Public Hearing.  Commissioner Robinson seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into Public Hearing.

__________


In Re:
SP-6-13 Last Chance Hunt Club
Mr. Pope reviewed the staff report with the commission members stating that the applicant’s request is to establish a seasonal hunting cabin.  Mr. Pope further stated the following:  Last Chance Hunt Club has a contract to purchase and desires to construct a 40 x 80 cabin and dog pens upon the eastern most portion of the property.  Last Chance Hunt Club has 45 regular hunting members.  During the hunting season, they expect 20-30 vehicles to use the property daily.  Currently, Last Chance Hunt Club has 32 dog pens that can house 2 dogs each.  Last Chance Hunt Club plans to build similar pens at this new site.  Out of season, approximately 40 dogs are housed; in season, approximately 60 dogs will be housed.  When dogs are turned loose for hunting purposes, Last Chance Hunt Club uses GPS tracking systems on 50% of the dogs and radio tracking systems on the other 50%.  Typically all dogs are recovered on the same day as released.  

Mr. Pope stated additionally that due to the complexity of issues presented in this case, staff obtained a legal analysis from Gentry, Locke, Rakes & Moore, LLP as well as the County Attorney.  It is their opinion that Zoning Ordinance §3-2-2 and §13-5 allow the use of Tax Map Parcel 9-4 for those uses allowed in the A-1 District. They recognize that the Zoning Ordinance provisions addressing nonconforming lots are unclear because of the references in some contexts to area and width requirements and not other nonconforming characteristics such as lack of public road frontage.
Mr. Pope also advised that Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) needed additional information from the applicant.  It is the applicant’s desire that the Planning Commission review the application and approve the Special Use Permit before they complete the VDOT minimum standards at the existing entrance.  Condition #2 states the applicant must provide Greensville County with proof of VDOT’s approval.  Further, Mr. Pope stated that failure to get the VDOT approval will void this permit.
Staff recommends approval with the following conditions:

1. A Special Use Permit is granted to Last Chance Hunt Club, hereinafter applicant, for a seasonal hunting cabin on Tax Map Parcel 9-4.

2. Provide Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) with information necessary to determine whether or not the existing entrance may need to be brought up to VDOT’s minimum standards.  Provide Greensville County with proof of VDOT’s approval.

3. At all times be in compliance with all local, state and federal rules, regulations, laws, statutes, and ordinances with special attention given to the following:

a) The Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.

b) The Virginia Department of Health Rules and Regulations.

4. Utilizing the permit issuance date as the annual date, if the activity is not established within two (2) years or is not utilized for a two (2) year period, the activity will be deemed abandoned and this permit terminated.

5. Failure to abide by the above conditions may result in the immediate revocation of the Special Use Permit.

6. Provide County with proof of right-of-way access to Tax Map Parcel 9-4 from Smokey Ordinary Road across Tax Map Parcel 9-50.

Chairman King asked if there were questions or comments from the commissioners.  Commissioner Jones stated he saw noted that the City of Virginia Beach is an adjacent property owner and asked where that property was located.  Mr. Pope advised that the City of Virginia Beach owned the pipeline so they were listed as an adjacent property owner.
Chairman King asked if there were any comments from the applicant.  Mr. Mike Casstevens, board member of Last Chance Hunt Club, advised that Greensville County purchased the property previously owned on Otterdam Road.  Mr. Casstevens further stated it is their desire to reinvest in this area in Greensville County; but have looked at other locations and hope that this application meets with the Planning Commission’s approval.
Chairman King asked if there were any comments from those in favor.  There were none.

Chairman King asked if there were any comments from those who opposed the case.  Mr. Lance Forsythe, a resident at 1411 Smokey Ordinary Road, an adjacent property owner asked that this application be deferred to allow an opportunity to read, review, and consider the staff report.
Chairman King asked if there were any other comments in opposition.  Mr. Robert O’Hara, an adjacent property owner, stated he was present as a neighbor; not in favor of or opposing the application.  Mr. O’Hara understood that a map, plat or recent survey would be required to indicate actual property lines.  Mr. Pope stated there was a plat of record in Deed Book 100, at page 630, dated 1914 on record in the Clerk’s Office.  Mr. O’Hara stated the one that he was familiar with was not done by a Certified Land Surveyor.  Mr. Casstevens stated if the application is approved, Last Chance Hunt Club does plan to have a survey done.
Chairman King asked if there were any other comments in opposition.  Mr. Moses Clements who resides at 1870 Smokey Ordinary Road owns property west of the proposed location of the hunt club.  Mr. Clements stated he was neither speaking for nor in opposition.  Mr. Clements listed three items of personal concern:  

1) Vehicular access to Smokey Ordinary Road.  Mr. Clements heard that a study would be done by VDOT and he fully supports that.
2) Noise or odor coming from the dog kennels.  Mr. Clements lives a significant distance from the fox pen in Doodlum and occasionally hears the dogs there which are farther away than this proposed kennel.

3) Hunt Club vehicular traffic will use the access out to Smokey Ordinary Road and not be using the railroad access that lies along that area.  Mr. Clements stated it would make a very easy cut through along the railroad right of way.

Mr. Clements further stated he hoped the Planning Commission would use good judgment in providing adequate safeguards to this community.
Chairman King asked if there were any further comments in opposition.  Billy Whitman, who spoke from the audience and never approached the podium, stated that at the time the plat was placed on record it was done by a surveyor and does not believe that the surveyor can be required to place a stamp on it at this time.  Mr. Whitman further stated he believed that some of the adjoining landowners concerns are that plats are not on record of their property also.  Mr. Whitman also stated that having the applicant provide a survey of the property before they purchase it is like putting the cart before the horse.  Mr. Whitman stated additionally that the County bought the Last Chance Hunt Club property; that it is the County that is moving the hunt club out; it was not the choice of the hunt club to move; and hopes the Planning Commission will take that into consideration.
Chairman King asked if there were any additional comments in opposition.  There was none.  
Chairman King asked if the applicant would like to make a rebuttal.  Mr. Mike Casstevens stated he understood the concerns of the neighbors.  He further stated that any use of the railroad as it exist would be eliminated because if Last Chance Hunt Club purchased the property it would then be posted, making it a trespassing situation.  Mr. Casstevens stated they have been under contract since last September.  With every delay, Last Chance Hunt Club is being delayed on the opportunity to rebuild and hoped the Planning Commission will take that into consideration when making a decision tonight.
Chairman King asked if there were any comments from staff or the commissioners.  Mr. Pope stated the Planning Commission could add an additional condition to those presented that the railroad property not be used; that the access be across Tax Map Parcel 9-50 to Smokey Ordinary Road.

Chairman King asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.  

__________


In Re:
REGULAR SESSION

Commissioner Robinson moved to go into Regular Session.  Commissioner Tucker seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into Regular Session.

__________


In Re:
SP-6-13 Last Chance Hunt Club
Commissioner Robinson moved to defer SP-6-13 for thirty days and hope that in that time the adjoining landowners may agree where they think the property lines are located.  Commissioner Jones seconded the motion.  Commissioner Jones suggested that staff add the condition about the right of way before the next meeting.  All voted aye to defer SP-6-13 for thirty days. 
__________


In Re:
  OTHER MATTERS
In Re:
Planning Commission, 2013 Annual Report

Mr. Pope reviewed the Annual Report with the commission members.  Commissioner Jones moved to approve the Planning Commission, 2013 Annual Report and forward a copy to the Board of Supervisors.  Commissioner Robinson seconded the motion.  All voted aye to approve the Planning Commission, 2013 Annual Report and forward a copy to the Board of Supervisors.

__________

In Re:
Draft of the Board of Zoning Appeals, 2013 Annual Report

Mr. Pope reviewed the draft of the Board of Zoning Appeals, 2013 Annual Report provided as a courtesy to the Planning Commission members.

__________

Commissioner Jones moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hobbs seconded the motion.  All voted aye to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
__________________________________

Malcolm King, Chairman
