
The Greensville County Planning Commission meeting was held Tuesday, April 8, 2014, 7:30 P.M., at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

PRESENT

Malcolm King, Chairman

Lofton Allen 
Joe Antorn 
Joey Jones 
James Tucker

Peggy R. Wiley

ABSENT

Dianne Barnes-Rhoades

Len Hobbs

Walter Robinson

STAFF PRESENT

Linwood E. Pope, Jr.
Susan D. Conwell

OTHERS PRESENT

Mike Casstevens
Charles Nicky Lynch

Scott Adam

Barry Rae

Michael Rae

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The Chairman called the meeting to order.  The secretary called the roll.  
__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Jones moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Allen seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the Agenda.

__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – February 11, 2014
Commissioner Wiley moved to approve the minutes of February 11, 2014. Commissioner Allen seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the minutes of February 11, 2014.

__________


In Re:
PUBLIC HEARING


Commissioner Tucker moved to go into Public Hearing.  Commissioner Wiley seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into Public Hearing.

__________


In Re:
SP-1-14 Last Chance Hunt Club
Mr. Pope reviewed the staff report with the commission members stating that the applicant’s request is to establish a hunting cabin.  Staff recommendation is to approve with the following conditions:

1. A Special Use Permit is granted to Last Chance Hunt Club for the establishment of a seasonal hunting campsite on property known as Tax Map 10, Parcel 24.

2. At all times be in compliance with all local, state, and federal rules and regulations, laws, statutes, and ordinances.

3. Provide a Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) with information necessary to determine whether or not the existing entrance may need to be brought up to VDOT’s minimum standards.  Provide Greensville County with proof of VDOT’s approval.

4. Utilizing this permit issuance date as the annual date, if the seasonal hunting camp is not established within a two (2) year period, or is not utilized for two (2) consecutive years, the Special Use Permit will be deemed abandoned and this permit terminated.

5. Failure to abide by the above conditions may result in the immediate revocation of the Special Use Permit.

Chairman King asked if there were questions or comments from the commissioners.  There were none.
Chairman King asked if there were any comments from the applicant.  Mr. Mike Casstevens, president of Last Chance Hunt Club, advised as previously stated in February that Greensville County purchased the property owned on Otterdam Road.  Mr. Casstevens further stated it is their desire to reinvest in this area in Greensville County and hope that this application meets with the Planning Commission’s approval.
Chairman King asked if there were any comments from those in favor.  There were none.

Chairman King asked if there were any comments from those who opposed the case.  Mr. Charles Nicky Lynch, an adjacent property owner, stated he is a hunter and not opposed to hunting.  Mr. Lynch stated his concern was about safety and the disposal of hunted carcasses.
Mr. Scott Adam, an adjacent property owner, stated his concern was the number of dogs that Last Chance Hunt Club intends to keep on the property and the amount of noise made by those dogs.  He believes the amount of noise would reduce the enjoyment of the peaceful nature of his property.  Mr. Adam further stated that Last Chance Hunt Club does not hunt property in this area and cannot understand the logic of purchasing property for a hunting cabin that is not near the hunted areas.

Mr. Barry Rae, a resident at 155 Scotland Drive, Jarratt, VA who lives near the proposed site stated he is a hunter and his concern is safety.  Mr. Rae stated that Scotland Drive is a narrow, quiet, country road and he would like to keep it that way.  Mr. Rae further stated Last Chance Hunt Club would lack for places to hunt effectively and create much more traffic with hunters coming and going to the proposed site.
Mr. Michael Rae, a resident at 583 Scotland Drive, Jarratt, VA stated he lived approximately one mile from the proposed hunting cabin site.  Mr. Rae further stated he is also a hunter and not opposed to others hunting but believes there must be a more suitable site elsewhere since the site is surrounded by property they cannot hunt.  Mr. Rae further stated that Scotland Drive has “S” curves and a small creek; places where the road is 15’-16’ wide; and, because Scotland Drive is narrow, when vehicles meet, you travel off the driving surface. 
Chairman King asked if there were any other comments in opposition.  There was none.  

Mr. King asked if the applicant would like to make a rebuttal.

Mr. Casstevens stated he understood the concerns expressed.  Mr. Casstevens stated the land that Last Chance Hunt Club currently hunts is approximately 8 miles from the proposed site.  Mr. Casstevens stated there are about 40 members with only approximately 20 members that show up to hunt each day.  Mr. Casstevens further ask the Commissioners just how many hunt clubs are in Greensville County; what would prohibit him from buying the property; getting the proper building permits; getting the kennel license the County sales; allowing his friends to visit to hunt; and having the same issues?  Mr. Casstevens stated additionally, that the County purchased the Last Chance Hunt Club property on Otterdam Road; they believe this to be a suitable piece of land to relocate; and once again, hopes that this application meets with the Planning Commission’s approval.

Chairman King asked if there were any comments from staff or the commissioners.  Commissioner Allen asked Mr. Casstevens if there would be an open pit to dispose of the carcasses.  Mr. Casstevens stated they do have a pit at their current location; they do have other land to dispose of the carcasses; but did not have an answer whether this property would have a pit or not.  Commissioner Tucker asked Mr. Casstevens if they would be hunting on this property with dogs and Mr. Casstevens advised there is not enough land on this parcel to hunt with dogs.

Chairman King asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.  

__________


In Re:
REGULAR SESSION

Commissioner Tucker moved to go into Regular Session.  Commissioner Jones seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into Regular Session.

__________


In Re:
SP-1-14 Last Chance Hunt Club
Chairman King stated he would entertain a motion for recommendation to the Board of Supervisors.  None was forthcoming.  

__________


In Re:
  OTHER MATTERS  
In Re:
SP-6-13 Last Chance Hunt Club
Mr. Pope advised that the applicant, Last Chance Hunt Club, withdrew the application for the special use permit on Smokey Ordinary Road which was heard on February 11, 2014 and deferred for thirty days.
__________

In Re:
2015-2020 VDOT Six Year Plan
Mr. Pope reviewed the 2015-2020 VDOT Six Year Plan.  Mr. Pope stated Iluka will be starting work on Independence Church Road which will save the County funds.  Mr. Pope also stated the Otterdam Road project is in the engineering phase and hopes Tobacco Commission funding will be available.  Additionally, Mr. Pope stated there would be widening and obtaining more rights-of-way on Allen Road. 
__________

Commissioner Tucker moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Allen seconded the motion.  All voted aye to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
__________________________________

Malcolm King, Chairman

