
The Greensville County Planning Commission meeting was held Tuesday, May 13, 2014, 7:30 P.M., at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

PRESENT

Malcolm King, Chairman

Joe Antorn 
Dianne Barnes-Rhoades

Len Hobbs

Joey Jones 
Walter Robinson

Peggy R. Wiley

ABSENT

Lofton Allen 
James Tucker

STAFF PRESENT

Linwood E. Pope, Jr.
Susan D. Conwell

OTHERS PRESENT

Robin Whitman
Billy Whitman

Barry Rae

Michael Rae

Dr. Peter Squire

Charles Nicky Lynch

Richard Avent

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The Chairman called the meeting to order.  The secretary called the roll.  
__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Robinson moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Jones seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the Agenda.

__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – April 8, 2014
Commissioner Wiley moved to approve the minutes of April 8, 2014. Commissioner Robinson seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the minutes of April 8, 2014.

__________


In Re:
PUBLIC HEARING


Commissioner Robinson moved to go into Public Hearing.  Commissioner Wiley seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into Public Hearing.

__________


In Re:
SP-1-14 Last Chance Hunt Club
Mr. Pope reminded the commission members that at the April 8, 2014 meeting, neither a vote to defer, approve, nor deny was made.  Mr. Pope advised that the By-Laws of the Planning Commission state as follows:

9.9
The final disposition of any application shall be in the form of a resolution recommending approval or denial or, when permitted, approval with conditions.  Said resolution shall refer specifically to the applicable provision in the County Code and shall set forth facts and findings in the case on which the decision is based, which shall be consistent with the requirements of law.

9.10
If a resolution fails to receive a majority vote of the Commission, the action shall be deemed equivalent to denial, and a resolution denying the application shall be entered on the record.  The vote of each member present on each resolution shall be recorded with the resolution

Mr. Pope further stated as a matter of record, on January 7, 2002, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors adopted the following Administrative policy:

1.12
Whenever the Greensville County Planning Commission (the Commission) defers action or continues its public hearing on a zoning request which cannot be acted upon by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors (the Board) until the Commission acts, the Board will open its public hearing, take no comment, and act to continue that hearing until a date and time which reasonably anticipates the Commission’s action.
Additionally, Mr. Pope reviewed a memo to Mrs. Robin Whitman regarding local hunt clubs and the answers to her questions.

Mr. Pope reviewed the staff report with the commission members stating that the applicant’s request is to establish a hunting cabin.  Staff recommendation is to approve with the following conditions:

1. A Special Use Permit is granted to Last Chance Hunt Club for the establishment of a seasonal hunting campsite on property known as Tax Map 10, Parcel 24.

2. At all times be in compliance with all local, state, and federal rules and regulations, laws, statutes, and ordinances.

3. Provide a Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) with information necessary to determine whether or not the existing entrance may need to be brought up to VDOT’s minimum standards.  Provide Greensville County with proof of VDOT’s approval.

4. Utilizing this permit issuance date as the annual date, if the seasonal hunting camp is not established within a two (2) year period, or is not utilized for two (2) consecutive years, the Special Use Permit will be deemed abandoned and this permit terminated.

5. Failure to abide by the above conditions may result in the immediate revocation of the Special Use Permit.

Mr. Pope reminded the commissioners that there was some concern at the last public hearing about the disposal of carcasses.  Mr. Pope further advised that the commissioners could add additional conditions, if they felt the need.  

Chairman King asked if there were questions or comments from the commissioners.  Commissioner Robinson asked Mr. Pope if the other hunt clubs that were mentioned in the memo to Mrs. Whitman were located in the vicinity of the lands leased or owned by those hunt clubs.  Mr. Pope answered they are.  Commissioner Jones asked if this land is centrally located for the land that Last Chance Hunt Club hunts.  Mr. Pope stated they would have to go east or west to get to the other properties leased or rented.  Commissioner Jones asked if there were any concerns or ordinance requirements that would restrict this type of request.  Mr. Pope answered there are none.  Commissioner Hobbs asked if a condition could be included regarding the gut pit and smell in the neighborhood.  Mr. Pope advised there are ways to limit the amount of odor from the carcass disposal pit so it will never be a problem for the neighbors.  Commissioner Antorn stated he does not hunt; and does not see a problem with the dogs barking if the hunt club is far enough away from the neighbors.  Mr. Pope shared the aerial map of the proposed location of the hunt club and dog pens and indicated where the nearest neighbor would be in relationship; the nearest neighbor is approximately 1.5 miles.  Chairman King asked if there were any further questions or comments from the commissioners.  There were none.
Chairman King asked if there were any comments from the applicant.  Mr. Pope advised the application was not present.  Mrs. Robin Whitman of Whitman Properties, representing the buyer and the seller, would speak on behalf of the applicant.  Mrs. Whitman stated the Last Chance Hunt Club has been in the area for thirty plus years; needs to relocate because the previously owned property was purchased by Greensville County for the mega site; and desires to purchase a 44 acre parcel which is as good as any hunt club site.  Mrs. Whitman further stated Greensville County recognizes and welcomes hunting as a form of recreation and hopes that this application meets with the Planning Commission’s approval.

Chairman King asked if there were any comments from anyone in favor.  Billy Whitman stated the Turner’s Family Center just down the road creates additional vehicular traffic when special events are held there.  Mr. Whitman further pointed out that if an individual purchased this property and obtained a Greensville County kennel tag, the same number of dogs could be placed on the property creating as much noise as this hunt club; and, most hunt clubs have dogs and some are even closer to neighbors than this site.  Chairman King asked if there were any other comments from anyone in favor.  There were none.

Chairman King asked if there were any comments from those who opposed the case.  Mr. Barry Rae, a resident at 155 Scotland Drive, Jarratt, VA stated his concern is safety.  Mr. Rae stated that Scotland Drive is a narrow, quiet, country road and he would like to keep it that way.  Mr. Rae stated that school bus and vehicle traffic have to ride the shoulder of the road because it is so narrow.  Mr. Rae further stated the government really works; the forefathers had the wisdom to know that the use of a piece of land would be put before a public forum one day and they would have to choose when there may be some objections to something of this nature.  Additionally, Mr. Rae stated Last Chance Hunt Club by their own admittance hunt somewhere else and reiterated the neighbors do not approve of this special request.
Mr. Michael Rae, a resident at 583 Scotland Drive, Jarratt, VA stated he couldn’t have said it better than Mr. Barry Rae even if the neighbors do not necessarily agree with the decision made by local government.  Mr. Mike Rae said Last Chance Hunt Club on Scotland Drive has a unique situation different from Jarratt Hunt Club and Brink Hunt Club in that the later are not on such a small, narrow, winding secondary road and they hunt or lease the surrounding properties.
Dr. Peter Squire who owns property at 318 Scotland Drive, Jarratt, VA which is directly across the road from the referenced site is used as a cattle farm.  Dr. Squire stated he does oppose the hunt club in this area because if for no other reason, it will certainly disrupt the tranquility of the area.  Dr. Squire further stated the topography of the road with the constant up and down/curves and narrowness would be hazardous for newcomers to the area.
Mr. Charles Nicky Lynch, an adjacent property owner, reiterated his concern about safety and the disposal of carcasses.

Mr. Richard Avent, a resident at 319 Scotland Drive, stated his main concern was safety on the highway and believes the hunt club will create more traffic.

Chairman King asked if there were any other comments in opposition.  There were none.  

Chairman King asked if the applicant would like to make a rebuttal.  Mrs. Robin Whitman stated the issue about the narrow road would be no different than the traffic on other narrow roads such as Orion Road, Meadow Bank Road, Whitehorne Road, Fiddlers Road or Goose Pond Road which roads also have hunt clubs.  Mrs. Whitman further stated the decision to be made tonight is based on the County regulations; not whether surrounding land is a criteria for a hunt club; there are no blatant issues against the property being granted a special use permit for a hunt club; Last Chance Hunt Club has abided by the County’s regulation process to obtain a special use permit; and hopes that this application meets with the Planning Commission’s approval.
Chairman King asked if there were any additional comments from staff or the commissioners.  There were none.  

__________


In Re:
REGULAR SESSION

Commissioner Robinson moved to go into Regular Session.  Commissioner Antorn seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into Regular Session.

__________

In Re:
SP-1-14 Last Chance Hunt Club
Chairman King stated he would entertain a motion.  Commissioner Robinson stated he could understand the concern of the road but that would be a VDOT issue, not a Planning Commission issue.  Commissioner Robinson further stated he had a real concern about the disposal pit and maybe a condition should be added to state the disposal pit smell should not be detectable by surrounding properties.  Mr. Pope stated he believed the condition should be worded as follows:
6. Carcasses may be disposed in a pit.  Pit shall be maintained so associated odors are not detectable to surrounding properties.  If not maintained appropriately, county may require Last Chance Hunt Club to find another approved means of disposal.

Commissioner Robinson moved to approve SP-1-14 with the conditions presented by staff and the one additional condition regarding the disposal pit.  Commissioner Barnes-Rhoades seconded the motion.  Chairman King asked for a vote of those in favor with a show of hands:  Malcolm King, Joe Antorn, Dianne Barnes-Rhoades, Len Hobbs, Walter Robinson, and Peggy R. Wiley.  Chairman King asked for a vote of those opposed with a show of hands:  Joey Jones.  Chairman King stated having received a motion, properly seconded and approved by the majority, SP-1-14 with the conditions presented by staff and the one additional condition regarding the disposal pit shall be recommended to the Board of Supervisors.
__________


In Re:
  OTHER MATTERS  
There were none.

__________
Commissioner Jones moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Robinson seconded the motion.  All voted aye to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
__________________________________

Malcolm King, Chairman

