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_____________________________________________________________________ 


Chairman Robinson called the meeting of Tuesday, January 14, 2020 to order.  Mr. Robinson stated that the Commission would start the meeting with prayer. He called on Commissioner Jeff Robinson to offer prayer.  The secretary called the roll.  

__________

In Re:  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Chairman Robinson turned the meeting over to Mr. Pope for election of officers. 


Mr. Pope opened the floor for nominations for chairman of the Planning Commission.

Commissioner Jeff Robinson nominated Walter Robinson for Chairman, seconded by Commissioner Steve Allen, there being no other nominations or discussion, vote was taken and all voted aye, motion carried.


Mr.  Pope returned meeting to Chairman Walter Robinson.


Chairman Robinson entertained nominations for vice-chairman.  


Commissioner Steve Allen nominated Jeff Robinson for Vice-Chairman, seconded by Commissioner Lofton Allen, there being no other nominations or discussion, vote was taken and all voted aye, motion carried.


Commissioner Lofton Allen nominated Lin Pope for Secretary, seconded by Commissioner Wiley, vote was taken and all voted aye, motion carried.

__________


In Re:  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Chairman Robinson entertained a motion for approval of the agenda.  Commissioner Steve Allen made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Jeff Robinson, with all voting aye, motion carried. 
__________

In Re:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Chairman Robinson entertained a motion to approve the minutes of December 10, 2019.  Commissioner Robinson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Wiley, with all voting aye, motion carried.

Chairman Robinson entertained a motion to go into regular session to hear 2232-5-19 – Brunswick Road PV1 that was deferred from December 10, 2019 meeting.


Commissioner Steve Allen made a motion to go into regular session, seconded by Commissioner Odom, with all voting aye, motion carried.

__________

In Re:  REGULAR SESSION


Rebecca Cobb with the Berkley Group addressed the Commission and gave the staff report on 2232-5-19 – Brunswick Road PV1 application.  She stated that staff believed the application was not in substantial accord with the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  She also stated that the site was only one mile (1) from the City of Emporia and was less than 1.5 miles from an existing solar project.  She further stated that this was the first application submitted to include battery storage on site.  Ms. Cobb gave the Commission options to deny, approve or defer this application.


Commissioner Jeff Robinson stated that he felt the second site plan the applicant offered was not clear.


Commissioner Cain stated that the Berkley group should have known about battery storage and given the Commission benefit of that knowledge at the previous meeting.


There was much discussion among the Commissioners as to the project size, panel coverage area, wildlife corridors, vegetative buffers, etc.

Forrest Coldren, with Ecoplexus, addressed the Commission stating that the project area was 1,387.3 acres, panel coverage was 842 acres (or 60% PV coverage) and site was located one mile from the City of Emporia.


Chairman Robinson asked if the batteries close to the river could be re-located.


Mr. Coldren stated that it was possible that the batteries could be re-located away from the river.


Michael Wallace, Engineer with Ecoplexus, stated that they could reduce the ground cover ratio of the solar panels and the size of the site to 750 acres.  He stated that battery storage was new technology, but not that new.  He stated that Dominion Energy projects currently include monitored battery storage with fire suppression and HVAC systems.

Mr. Pope asked if the battery containers were U.L. Listed.  Mr. Wallace answered, yes they were Underwriters Laboratory Listed containers.


Commissioner Jeff Robinson stated that he was concerned with the area of the project, the panel coverage and the footprint of the compound.  He stated that if they could bring the project closer to the 750 acre panel coverage mark, he would feel more comfortable with the project.


Mr. Wallace stated that Ecoplexus could reduce the panel coverage. He stated that the closer the panels are together a shading factor comes into play and reduces the production.  He assured the Commission that Ecoplexus could reduce the panel coverage to 750 acres using the same amount of panels.

Mr. Joe Antorn stated that he was concerned with this project being outside of the Comprehensive Plan scope that the Commission had just approved.


Mr. Wallace stated that the amount of acreage could be reduced, if necessary, to get the project closer to the Comprehensive Plan requirements. 


Chairman Robinson asked if there was any possible way to prevent lightning from striking the panels.

Mr. Wallace stated that a high point would be created on the substation to erect a lightning arrestor to prevent lightning from striking the panels.

Ms. Karen Kemerait, Fox-Rothschild LLC, addressed the Commission.  She gave a summary of the project.  She stated that there would be 1,387 acres with 750 acres of panels, six (6) wildlife corridors and buffers. She also stated that there would be no impact on neighbors or the rural character of the county and no person opposed the project. She further stated that the project would not be visible from the highway or the river.  She asked that the Commission find in favor of the project.


Chairman Robinson asked about the decommissioning of the batteries.

Mr. Wallace stated that the decommissioning plan could be updated to include the batteries.


Denise Nelson, Berkley Group, addressed the Commission.  She stated that the applicant had not furnished a map showing their full concept plan.  She also stated that they had not furnished any information concerning the batteries in writing; including battery decommissioning.  She further advised the Commission to keep the 1,387 acres size in mind as they make decisions.


Commissioner Jeff Robinson stated that the site size and decommissioning can be determined in the Special Use Permit process.


Mr. Wallace stated that the Lithium Iron Phosphate batteries were the best to use at this time. 


Commissioner Cain stated that he would like to have all the applicant had agreed to in writing.


Chairman Robinson entertained a motion of 2232-5-19 Brunswick Road PV1.


Commissioner Robinson made a motion that the Fresh Air Energy II, LLC’s proposed 150-megawatt photovoltaic solar energy facility as described in 2232 Review application 2232-5-19, is substantially in accord with the Greensville County Comprehensive Plan or parts thereof for the following reasons:

1.
The Comprehensive Plan notes an interest in the development of environmentally 


friendly energy in agricultural zoned districts. 


2.
The project is outside the Urban Service Areas of the Comprehensive Plan and is 



designated as Rural Residential on the future land use map.


3.
The project will construct a substation and connect to transmission lines on the subject 


property.


4.
The applicant has agreed to limit the panel coverage to less than or equal to 750 acres as 


per the Comprehensive Plan criteria.

Commissioner Wiley seconded the motion, with all voting aye with the exception of Commission Lofton Allen abstaining due to him owning property on Riverview Road.  Motion carried.


Chairman Robinson entertained a motion to adjourn. 
__________

In Re:  ADJOURN

There being no other discussions, Commissioner Steve Allen made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Odom, with all voting aye, the motion carried and meeting was adjourned. 
______________________________________

Walter W. Robinson, Jr.

Chairman 

