The Greensville County Board of Zoning Appeals held a meeting on Tuesday, January 19, 2016, 7:30 p.m. at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

PRESENT
L. Allen Little, Chairman

Craig Allen

William Cain

Lester Doyle 
Barry Rae

STAFF PRESENT
Linwood E. Pope, Jr.
Susan D. Conwell

OTHERS PRESENT

Joseph Cook
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
The chairman called the meeting to order.  The secretary called the roll.  
__________


In Re:
Election of Officers

The chairman relinquished the chair to the secretary, Mr. Lin Pope.

Mr. Pope opened the floor for nominations for Chairman.  Mr. Rae nominated Mr. L. Allen Little.  Mr. Doyle seconded the motion.  Mr. Allen moved to close the nominations for Chairman.  Mr. Doyle seconded the motion.  All voted aye to elect Mr. L. Allen Little as Chairman.

Mr. Pope congratulated Mr. Little on his election as Chairman and turned the meeting over to him.  Chairman Little opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Mr. Doyle nominated Mr. William Cain.  Mr. Rae seconded the motion.  Mr. Allen moved to close the nominations for Vice Chairman.  Mr. Rae seconded the motion.  All voted aye to elect Mr. William Cain as Vice Chairman.

Chairman Little opened the floor for nominations for Secretary.  Mr. Rae nominated Mr. Linwood E. Pope, Jr.  Mr. Cain seconded the motion.  Mr. Doyle moved to close the nominations for Secretary.  Mr. Allen seconded the motion.  All voted aye to elect Mr. Linwood E. Pope, Jr. as Secretary.

__________

 In Re:  Approval of Agenda

Mr. Cain moved to approve the agenda.  Mr. Doyle seconded the motion.  All voted aye to approve the agenda.
__________


In Re:  Approval of the Minutes – October 15, 2013
Mr. Cain moved to approve the minutes of October 15, 2013. Mr. Rae seconded the motion. All voted aye to approve the minutes of October 15, 2013.
__________


In Re:  Public Hearing
Mr. Doyle moved to go into public hearing.  Mr. Allen seconded the motion.  All voted aye to go into public hearing.  
__________


In Re:
V-1-15 Joseph and Ulyssa Cook
Mr. Pope reviewed the staff report and location maps with the board members advising that the applicant, Joseph and Ulyssa Cook, filed a variance request to create a residential lot with no road frontage in order to be able to purchase formerly owned family property.  
Mr. Pope stated that whether or not an undue hardship exists could be debatable; the applicant is unable to purchase the entire tract of land that contains two residential structures; it is not detrimental to surrounding properties; and, by approving the applicant’s request, there will no longer be two structures located upon one parcel of land which is contrary to the intent of the Zoning Ordinance.  

Mr. Pope further stated staff recommendation is to approve the variance request presented as follows:
1. Have property subdivided so the newly created lot has a minimum of 1.5 acres in area; and
2. The newly created lot is limited to one residential structure.
Chairman Little asked for comments from the applicant.  Mr. Cook stated he would appreciate an approval from the Board so he might purchase from the Dianis Brothers the former “Cook Homeplace” which was constructed in 1940.  Chairman Little asked for comments from the members.

Mr. Cain asked what the acreage would be for the subdivided property.  Mr. Pope stated the parcel owned by Dianis Bros. contains 14.76 acres and it is Mr. Cook’s desire to purchase a 1.55 acre portion of that parcel which was formerly the “Cook Homeplace”.  Chairman Little asked if the applicant owned adjacent parcels.   Mr. Pope advised Mr. Cook owns Tax Map Parcel 5-17A which contains 1.54 acres and Tax Map Parcel 5-18 which contains 1 acre; neither of these two parcels owned by Mr. Cook have a home. Chairman Little asked Mr. Pope if Mr. Cook had chosen to combine this desired 1.55 acre homeplace portion of the 14.76 acre parcel currently owned by the Dianis Bros. with the 1.54 acre he already owned, would there have been a need for a variance request.  Mr. Pope stated there would not have been a need for this variance request; further, Mr. Cook did not want to tie up both parcels with a bank loan.

 Mr. Cain stated he understood Mr. Cook’s desire to own the sentimental portion of this property because it was once his family’s homeplace.  Further Mr. Cain stated he understood why Mr. Cook would not want to tie up 3+ acres of land with a bank loan when he could have a variance request then the bank loan would only be for 1.55 acres.  Chairman Little asked the members to remember the criteria for approving a variance; if a variance is without merit, it should not be approved.  Further Chairman Little advised that one of the first considerations is whether this request would cause an undue hardship or burden to the individual if it was denied; if not, then this hardship is deemed sympathy or financial and not a legitimate hardship to be decided by the Board of Zoning Appeals.
Mr. Allen asked Mr. Cook if it was his intent now or in the future to build on the other lots he owns.  Mr. Cook advised it is not his intent at this point; he plans to fix-up the existing home that is already on the homeplace property.  

Chairman Little asked Mr. Pope if any adjoining landowners had contacted him.  Mr. Pope stated two had contacted him for an explanation; but neither stated they were for or against the request.  Chairman Little asked for comments from the members.  There were no other comments.

Chairman Little asked for comments from anyone in favor.  There were none.  Chairman Little asked for comments from anyone who opposed.  There were none.  
__________

In Re:
Regular Session

Mr. Rae moved to return to regular session.  Mr. Doyle seconded the motion.  All voted aye to return to regular session.

__________


In Re:
V-1-15 Joseph and Ulyssa Cook
Mr. Rae stated that the granting of the variance would allow Mr. Cook to possess ancestral property.  Mr. Rae moved to approve V-1-15 as presented by staff where:

1.  The property shall be subdivided so the newly created lot has a minimum of 1.5 acres in area; and

2. The newly created lot is limited to one residential structure.

Mr. Cain seconded the motion.  Those in favor of the approval of V-1-15 as presented by staff were:  Craig Allen, William Cain, Lester Doyle, and Barry Rae.  Those opposed to the approval of V-1-15 was:  Chairman L. Allen Little.  Motion in support of staff’s recommendation to approve V-1-15 was carried.
__________

 
In Re:
Other Matters
In Re:
Board of Zoning Appeals, 2013 Annual Report 

Board of Zoning Appeals, 2014 Annual Report

Board of Zoning Appeals, 2015 Annual Report
Mr. Pope stated that a draft of the Board of Zoning Appeals, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Annual Reports could be found in the agenda packets.  Mr. Cain made a motion to approve the Board of Zoning Appeals, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Annual Reports.  Mr. Doyle seconded the motion.  All voted aye to approve the Board of Zoning Appeals, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Annual Reports.

__________

In Re:
Courtesy copy of the Planning Commission, 2013 Annual Report

Courtesy copy of the Planning Commission, 2014 Annual Report

Courtesy copy of the Planning Commission, 2015 Annual Report

Mr. Pope stated that each should have received a courtesy copy of the 2013, 2014, and 2015 Annual Report for the Planning Commission for informational purposes only.  
__________


In Re:
Zoning Ordinance – Update #12

Mr. Pope provided each of the members with the update advising that these updates are a result of the ZTA-1-14 approved at the June 10, 2014 Planning Commission meeting and relate to the revisions required by the Stormwater Management Program.

__________


In Re:
2013-2018 Comprehensive Plan - Update

Mr. Pope provided each of the members with the 2013-2018 Comprehensive Plan update which included the revised Table of Contents, Appendix A - Six Year Plan, and Appendix B – Capital Improvements Program 2015-2019.
__________

Chairman Little asked Mr. Pope to please look into available training for the members of the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Mr. Pope stated the Certified BZA Program with an opening/closing session and 10 week self-study course was still available and would check to see when the next class would be offered.  Mr. Pope further stated he would check with surrounding localities to see if there was any interest in a group class being taught locally.  

Mr. Cain made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Rae seconded the motion.  All voted aye to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
__________________________________

L. Allen Little, Chairman
