At the Regular Meeting, of the Greensville County Board of Supervisors, held on Monday, November 18, 2019, with Closed Session being held at 5:00 P.M. and Regular Session being held at 6:00 P.M., in the Board Room of the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Michael W. Ferguson, Chairman
 


Raymond L. Bryant, Jr., Vice-Chairman



Tony M. Conwell



William B. Cain



               

----------

 
           Chairman Ferguson called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.
----------


In Re:  Closed Session


Mrs. Parson, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel, 3) Acquisition/Disposition of Real Property, 5) Business and/or Industry and 7) Legal Matters.


Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.

----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Chairman Ferguson reconvened the meeting at which time he led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the Invocation.

Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.


Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to go into Regular Session.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell, and Chairman Ferguson.

----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #20-54

Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Bryant, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Ferguson, aye.

RESOLUTION #20-54
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING


WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.

----------



In Re:  Approval of Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors approve the Agenda with one added item in Closed Meeting – Personnel Matter.

Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to approve the agenda as amended.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.

----------



In Re:  Consent Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda consisting of the following:  Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve the Consent Agenda.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.

-----



Minutes of November 4, 2019.

-----


Budgetary Matters consisting of the following:  Fund #001 – Journal Voucher #24, in the amount of $7,524.00 and Journal Voucher #25, in the amount of $1,697.07 and Fund #018 – Budget Amendment Resolution #20-55, in the amount of $801.52, all of which are incorporated herein by reference.

-----


Warrants:


Approval of Accounts Payable for November 18, 2019, in the amount of, $442,859.34.
----------



In Re:  Dr. Quentin Johnson, President of Southside Virginia Community College

Dr. Johnson addressed the Board of Supervisors stating the he was before the Board with a proposal for its consideration.  He stated that community colleges across the country since 2010-2011 had been engaging in what had been termed as a “community college enrollment crisis”.  He stated that when the economy was down, unemployment was high.  He also stated that community colleges across the state realized, including Southside Virginia, record enrollments.  He further stated when the economy turned around, lot more jobs were available and the economy had been in an extended growth; community colleges had corresponding decline in enrollment consistently since 2011.  Mr. Johnson further stated that during the enrollment decline, full-time enrollments climbed which known as FTE.  He stated that every 15 credit hours was FTE in which was how the community colleges paid their bills.  He also stated during the enrollment decline, the enrollments moved from full-time to part-time.  This led into fewer students taking fewer courses; so overtime, it had a devastating affect to many community colleges.  Dr. Johnson then reviewed the power point presentation and requested favorable consideration by the Board of Supervisors for funding.  He also stated that he would be attending the City Council meeting to request favorable consideration for funding. 

Chairman Ferguson stated that the decline in enrollment did not just happen and wanted to know why the Board was not informed of the situation sooner.


Dr. Johnson stated that Staff’s projections and the decline in the economy had not been helpful; so community colleges had been guessing what would happen.  He stated that never before in community college’s history did they ever had to market or recruit students, other than general marketing.  He further stated that within the past two years, things had not changed.  He also stated that the college did plan for an enrollment decline of 4% but the FTE’s were at 6%-7%.  He stated that colleges were getting to a point where the bills could not be paid.

Supervisor Bryant stated that someone should have come before the Board during the budget process.


Supervisor Conwell asked how would the additional funding be used.  Dr. Johnson stated the funding would be used towards financial aid, employing a consulting firm and to pay faculty.  He stated that the college would not be cutting any programs.  

----------


In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mrs. Parson addressed the public stating that anyone wishing to address the Board of

Supervisors to please come forward and state their name for the record.  There was no one.
----------


In Re:
Resolution #20-56 – Funding for Otterdam Road, Phase II
Mr. Cifers addressed the Board stating that Resolution #20-56 was being presented in regards to the Otterdam Road, Phase II project.  He stated that Staff requested approval of an additional $306,614 in funding for a total of $449,841 as a 1:1 matching funds to the Tobacco Commission Special Projects which was needed to complete Otterdam Road, Phase II.  Mr. Cifers then requested approval of the following resolution.

RESOLUTION #20-56

FUNDING FOR OTTERDAM ROAD PHASE II

WHEREAS, bids were opened for the construction of Otterdam Road Phase II on August 19, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the low bid was submitted by Curtis Contracting in the amount of $2,203,901 and exceeds the original budget; and

WHEREAS, grant funding from other sources has been committed to the project; and
WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors wishes to apply to the Tobacco Commission Special Project Committee for a grant of $449,840 to complete the project; and

WHEREAS, Greensville County understands a 1:1 match is required by the Tobacco Commission for any special projects award.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Greensville County Board of Supervisors does hereby commit $449,841 of County funds to the Otterdam Road Phase II project.

Supervisor Conwell moved,, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve Resolution #20-56.  Voting aye: Supervisors Bryant, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.  Supervisor Cain abstained.

----------



In Re:  Planning Commission’s Review of Jarratt Energy Facility, LLC 2232 Application

Mr. Lin Pope addressed the Board stating that the Planning Commission met on November 12, 2019, to take action on the Jarratt Energy Facility, LLC’s 2232 application to determine if the proposed 49 MW Solar Energy Facility was substantially in accord with Greensville County’s Comprehensive Plan.  He stated that on a 6-0 vote, the Planning Commission determined that the Jarratt Solar Energy LLC project was substantially in accord with the Comprehensive Plan or parts thereof.  He also stated that the Code of Virginia did not require the Board of Supervisors to take action on the 2232 hearings.  Mr. Pope further stated that although it did not normally happen, the Board could overrule the Planning Commission with a majority vote.  He then stated that there was no timetable set if the Board wished to overturn the Planning Commission’s decision and at that time, a meeting would need to be set.
Chairman Ferguson asked if anyone had any concerns since there was no vote needed.  There were no concerns.

----------



In Re:  Resolution #20-57 – Tobacco Commission Special projects Grant Application


Mrs.  Natalie Slate addressed the Board stating that Resolution #20-57 authorized Staff to apply to the Tobacco Commission Special Projects Grant for $861,631.  She stated that the funds would assist with the completion of Otterdam Road, the sewer project and a natural gas extension engineering.  She also stated that the grant agency did require a 1:1 match.  She then requested approval of the following resolution.
RESOLUTION #20-57
TOBACCO COMMISSION SPECIAL PROJECTS GRANT APPLICATION
WHEREAS, economic development and the creation of new jobs is a priority to Greensville County; and

WHEREAS, three vital economic development projects, Otterdam Road Phase II, a sewer extension and the engineering of a natural gas extension, need funding to be completed; and

WHEREAS, the County has committed $449,841 to the Otterdam Road Phase II project; and

WHEREAS, the County has committed $336,791 to the sewer extension project; and

WHEREAS, the County has committed $75,000 to the engineering of a natural gas extension; and

WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors wishes to apply to the Tobacco Commission Special Project Committee for a grant of $861,631 to complete the above mentioned projects; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors wishes to apply for $861,631 from the Tobacco Commission Special Projects Committee; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Natalie Slate is hereby authorized to sign and submit appropriate documents for the submittal of the grant application.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve Resolution #20-57.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.  Supervisor Cain abstained.

-------



In Re:  Resolution #20-58 – Engineering of Natural Gas Extension


Mrs. Slate stated that Resolution #20-58 addressed the need for Greensville County to have natural gas throughout the County for economic development.  She stated that multiple clients had listed the lack of natural gas as a primary reason for not locating in Greensville County.  She also stated that Staff had an opportunity with Columbia Gas of Virginia to design an extension that would reach the current industrial park, the future industrial park, as well as the MAMaC site.  Mrs. Slate further stated that the design work was $150,000 and Staff was requesting half of the amount with the grant application just approved.  She stated that Resolution #20-58 was committing half or $75,000 to match any Tobacco funding towards that $150,000.  She then requested approval of the following resolution.

RESOLUTION #20-58
ENGINEERING OF NATURAL GAS EXTENSION 
WHEREAS, economic development and the creation of new jobs is a priority to Greensville County; and

WHEREAS, multiple clients have listed the lack of natural gas as a primary reason for not locating in Greensville County; and

WHEREAS, Columbia Gas of Virginia is the distribution company and has agreed to engineer a gas line extension that will serve MAMaC and the Greensville County Industrial Park sites; and


WHEREAS, the same extension will have the capacity to serve additional sites in the county; and


WHEREAS, Columbia Gas of Virginia has requested $150,000 for the engineering services; and


WHEREAS, the Board will apply to the Tobacco Commission for $75,000 toward the engineering of natural gas.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors is committed to funding up to $75,000 for the engineering of a natural gas line extension to serve multiple economic development sites in the County.

Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Conwell, to approve Resolution #20-58.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.

----------



In Re:  Opioid Litigation


Mrs. Brenda Parson stated that the County was part of a Class Action Suit brought by most of the localities in Virginia.  She stated that Staff had been advised that it would best serve the County’s interest by opting out of the Class Action Suit.  She also stated that there was a form in the agenda package that needed to be completed by the locality and submitted by Friday, November 22, 2019.  She further stated that if the Board chose to follow the attorney’s advice, she was requesting approval of the Exclusion Request Form so that Staff could submit it by the deadline.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve the Exclusion Request Form.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell and Chairman Ferguson.

----------


Adjournment


With there being no further business to discuss, Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to adjourn the meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Cain, Conwell, and Chairman Ferguson.

                                                                       _______________________________________

                                                                        Michael W. Ferguson, Chairman






_______________________________________







Brenda N. Parson, Clerk
1

