At the Regular Meeting, held on Monday, September 21, 2020, with Closed Session beginning at 5:00 P.M., and Regular Session beginning at 6:00 P.M. via Live Stream due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, at the Golden Leaf Commons, 1300 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman
 


James R. Brown, Vice-Chairman



William B. Cain



Tony M. Conwell



              

----------

 
           Chairman Astrop called the meeting to order.
----------



In Re: Closed Session


Mrs. Brenda Parson, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel, 5) Business and/or Industry and 7) Legal Matters.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.  

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Regular Session.    A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #21-41

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

RESOLUTION #21-41
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING


WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
----------



In Re:  Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation


Mrs. Astrop led the Pledge of Allegiance and Minister Jerry Powell gave the Invocation.
----------

In Re:  Approval of Agenda 
Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Agenda with no added items.
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the agenda as submitted.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.
----------


In Re:  Consent Agenda


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda consisting of the following:

-----



Minutes from the meeting of September 8, 2020.

-----



Budgetary Matters consisting of the following:  Fund #001 – Journal Voucher #20, in the amount of $137.98, which is incorporated herein by reference.
-----



In Re:  Warrants:


Approval of Accounts Payable for September 21, 2020, in the amount of, $1,227,388.77.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of the inclusion of the minutes. A roll call vote was taken as follows:   Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In Re:  Public Hearing

Mrs. Parson stated Staff recommended the Board go into Public Hearing to solicit public comments regarding Zoning Matters – ZMA-2-20 and ZTA-1-20, Jerry Powell Ministries
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to go into Public Hearing.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

-----



In Re:  ZMA-2-20 – Jerry Powell Ministries

Mr. Lin Pope, Director of Planning, addressed the Board stating that the applicant was requesting the property located 735’ from City limits of Emporia along Skippers Road in Election District One be rezoned to R2-B, residential.  He also stated that the applicant requested to utilize the vacant industrial building to establish an Adult Outreach Center that would temporarily house individuals who had been incarcerated in order to provide them with re-entry into society.  He also stated that the area immediately surrounding the request consisted of properties zoned M-1; Industrial, B-2; Business and R2-B; Multi-Family Residential consisting of Apartments, welding shop and an automotive garage.  Mr. Pope further stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval with three conditions and Staff was of the opinion that it would be appropriate to downzone the property from B-2, General Business to R1-B, Residential.
-----



In Re:  ZTA-1-2020 – Jerry Powell Ministries


Mr. Pope stated that the ZTA-1-20 was to amend Table 4.1 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow the establishment of an Adult Outreach Center only with the issuance of Special Use Permit approved by the Board of Supervisors in an R2-B Multi-Family Residential District.  He stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval of adding a definition to the Zoning Text Amendment, as well as, Staff proposed to add the following definition to Chapter 23 of the Greensville County Zoning Ordinance as follows:
Add: Definitions

Adult Outreach Center: a business that is either publically owned or privately owned that provides services and programs to adults, which may include but not limited to; literacy training, comprehensive alcohol or substance abuse treatment, re-entry programs, temporary housing, education and life skill training, programs for mentally or physically impaired individuals, etc.


Mr. Pope stated that Staff had only received one letter from an adjacent landowner, Mr. Russ Gordon, who was concerned about the safety of his daughter and granddaughter.

Mrs. Parson asked if anyone was present to speak in favor of or in opposition of ZMA-2-20 or ZTA-1-20.

-----


Mr. Russ Gordon, adjacent landowner, addressed the Board stating that his daughter and granddaughter lived in a house nearby the proposed Outreach Center.  He stated that his concerns were that he had not heard about any proposed fence being installed around the Center and that the Outreach Center would be too close to where his 16-year old granddaughter and daughter stayed.  He stated that his granddaughter was home alone a lot due to the mother working. Mr. Gordon stated that he did not approve of ZMA-1-20 and ZTA-2-20.

-----



Ms. Kelly Epps, adjacent landowner and daughter of Mr. Russ Gordon, addressed the Board stating that the house on Skippers Road was where she wanted to raise her daughter.  She stated that even though she applauded the idea presented by Mr. Powell, she did not feel comfortable with the Center beside her home and within steps of her daughter bedroom window.  She also stated that they would not know who was coming or going nor have any background information on the people staying at the Center. Ms. Epps reiterated that she did not approve of the project.
-----



Mr. Jerry Powell, Minister, addressed the Board and gave a brief history of his background.  He stated that it had been a dream of his for 18 years to establish an Adult Outreach Center. He also stated that the Center would provide temporary transitional housing, food, education, clothing, shelter, etc. for adults transitioning from incarceration and others in the community.  Mr. Powell stated that he had provided citizens with food and shelter in his own home when they had no other place to go.


Chairman Astrop asked if security would be provided.


Mr. Powell stated that he contacted some security firms but did not want to make a decision or go into detail until he knew the zoning cases would be approved.


Mrs. Virginia Powell, wife, addressed the Board stating that the Greensville Department of Corrections would be screening each offender before making a recommendation of participation at the Outreach Center.  She stated that the offenders recommended would not be sex offenders.

----------



In Re:  Return to Regular Session


Mrs. Parson stated that Staff recommended the Board return to Regular Session.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye: Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  ZMA – 2-20 – Jerry Powell Ministries


Supervisor Cain moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve ZMA-2-20 with the three conditions.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, abstain.

----------



In Re:  ZTA-1-20 – Jerry Powell Ministries


Supervisor Cain moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve ZTA-1-20 with the added definition.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, abstain.
----------



In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mrs. Katherine Howerton, 502 Allen Town Road, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that she was before the Board on behalf of the County employees that attended the last Board meeting.  She stated that during the last meeting, Greensville County Administrative departmental employees came before the Board seeking answers to their questions regarding the Moratorium on merit increases and requested a meeting with the Board.  She also stated that as of tonight, Staff had not received a response and respectfully requested that the Board respond to those employees’ questions and schedule a meeting with those employees who had been affected by the Moratorium.
----------


In Re:  Recommendation to Award Contract for General Engineering Services

Mr. Pope addressed the Board stating the County was looking to enter into a contract with two engineering firms to provide general engineering services.  He stated that the Water and Sewer Authority was seeking to do the same. He stated that on July 19, 2020, the County Staff issued a Request for Proposals for general engineering services.  He stated that on August 11, 2020, two proposals were received from Hurt & Profit, B& B Consultants, Timmons Group and C9 Consulting.  He further stated that the interview committee that consisted of Glen Gibson, Gary Mitchell, Gary Cifers and himself interviewed all four engineering firms on August 26, 2020.  Mr. Pope stated that the committee met again on September 9, 2020 to review and discuss the interviews.  He stated that as a result of the RFP process and interviews, Staff recommended entering into contracts with Timmons Group and B&B Consultants for three years for general engineering services.  He then stated that Staff recommended approval of the following resolution and that the County Administrator be authorized to sign the contracts after review by the County Attorney.
RESOLUTION #21-42

PROCUREMENT OF GENERAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR GREENSVILLE COUNTY

WHEREAS, on July 19, 2020 staff issued a  RFP for the procurement of two engineering firms to provide general engineering services for the County and the Water and Sewer Authority;

WHEREAS, the existing contracts for engineering services expires on September 20, 2020;

WHEREAS, on August 11, 2020, Timmons Group, Hurt and Profitt, C9 Consultants and B & B Consultants submitted a proposal for general engineering services;

WHEREAS, after reviewing and evaluating all proposals submitted in response to the RFP, Greensville County Staff has determined that the contracts should be awarded to Timmons Group and B & B Consultants; 


IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors as follows:

1. The Board hereby awards contracts to Timmons Group and B & B Consultants for general engineering services for the next three years;

2. Adoption of this Resolution constitutes publication of the Board’s award of said contracts.

3. The Board authorizes the preparation of a notice of its award to Timmons Group and B & B Consultants, and further directs that the notice be emailed and sent via first class U.S. Mail to all unsuccessful companies which submitted a proposal in response to the RFP.

4. That the County Administrator is hereby authorized to execute the contracts after their approval by the County Attorney.
Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve Resolution #21-42.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  Revisions to the Golden Leaf Commons Facility Use Policy to include Covid-19 Addendum


Mr. Gary Cifers, Assistant County Administrator, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that the revisions to the Golden Leaf Commons Facility Use Policy included updates and a Covid-19 Addendum as well as the addition of a Certificate of Insurance Policy.  He stated that at the direction of VACorp, they were strongly recommending that the County require renters to purchase event liability insurance at a cost of $100 that may slightly increase.  He also stated that it provided a $1 million in liability coverage for the renters as well as for the County in case of any liabilities or issues.  Mr. Cifers then stated that Staff was requesting approval of the updated Golden Leaf Commons Facility Use Policy to include the purchase of the renters liability insurance through VACorp.

Chairman Astrop stated that she had a few questions and one change to the policy.  She asked that the phrase on page one that read, “Once an interested renter contacts the Facility Manager, the requested date(s) Will Only Be Placed on the calendar After the following had been completed” be put in BOLD. Mr. Cifers stated yes.  She also stated that she wanted clarification as to if the renter decided not to have the event within 60 days or less, would the renter’s full payment be forfeited. She stated that she had no problem with keeping the 50% non-refundable rental fee but not keeping 100% of the rental fee paid in full if the renter was to cancel the event.

Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to approve the Facility Use Policy with the changes and to approve the renter to purchase liability insurance through VACorp.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.


Mr. Cifers also reviewed and discussed the Covid-19 Addendum to the Golden Leaf Commons Facility Use Policy due to some members of the Board had requested that the Golden Leaf Commons re-open.  He then reviewed the addendum, as incorporated herein by reference, according to the Governor’s Executive Order #67 and any other orders that may come about in the future if the Board decided to reopen the Golden Leaf Commons during the pandemic. He stated that if the Board approved re-opening the Golden Leaf Commons, Staff recommended approval of the Addendum as outlined. He then asked that Mrs. Debbie Drummond, Facility Manager, come forward to give an update on the number of renters scheduled for an event for the remainder of the year. 
----------



In Re: Consideration of Reopening the Golden Leaf Commons

Mrs. Debbie Drummond, Facility Manager, addressed the Board stating that the majority of the renters had transferred their event dates to 2021 or canceled the event.  She stated that currently, there was one event that had not been rescheduled for 2021 or canceled. 

A lot of discussion was held pertaining to how to effectively and efficiently stay incompliance with the Governor’s Executive Order #67 if it was decided to reopen the Golden Leaf Commons.


Chairman Astrop suggested that the County take a little more time before reopening the facility and reach out to other venues who had already opened and held events on a regular basis to find out how they were adhering to the guidelines and keeping the citizens safe. There was a consensus among the Board to delay reopening of the Golden Leaf Commons.
----------



In Re:  Consideration of Reopening the Greensville County Government Building


Mrs. Parson stated that the County had been dealing with a number of renovations to the building to accommodate both the public and protect the safety of the employees.  She stated that many of the renovations were in the process of being made to the entire building with major renovations to the lobby and the receptionist area. She then stated that at this time, it may be in the best interest of the County to wait for the completion of the projects before reopening the office for the safety of the employees, citizens, vendors, and contractors, etc., who wished to handle business with the various offices. Mrs. Parson stated that the completion date given by the contractors and the maintenance department was towards the middle or end of November for the work to be completed.  

There was a consensus among the Board to wait until the modifications to the building was complete before reopening.
----------



In Re:  Boards and Commissions Appointment

Mrs. Parson stated that it was the Board’s wishes to defer the appointment until the next meeting.


Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to defer the appointment until the next meeting.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

----------



In Re:  COVID-19 Update


Mr. Reggie Owens, Program Administrator, stated that according to statistics provided by Crater Health District (CHD) as of Friday, September 18, 2020, Greensville County had 760 positive COVID 19 cases reported including 13 deaths.  He stated that the City of Emporia had 245 positive cases reported including 20 deaths. He also stated that the total positive cases in this area since the reporting began was 1005 positive cases and 33 deaths caused by COVID 19.  Mr. Owens stated that the positive cases in the County included those positive at the Greensville Correctional Facility and the positive cases reported in the City of Emporia included long-term care facilities. 
Mr. Owens also stated that Staff conducted a drive through test site in partnership with CHD and The City of Emporia at the VPI Extension Office with 12 residents tested. He stated that CHD was now planning to conduct three test sites in this area during the month of October and Staff was now working with CHD to confirm the dates.  He also stated that the goal was to offer more testing frequently to better serve the community.  He then stated that Staff would provide updates to when, where and location once it was confirmed on the County’s Webpage and the City’s Facebook page.  
Mr. Owens stated that Staff conducted training for all employees to review the Infectious Disease (COVID 19) Preparedness and Response Plan.  He stated that the plan was adopted by the Board at its last meeting and would take affect on Friday, September 25th.  All employees were provided with a copy of the Infectious Disease Plan.
He also stated that Staff was working with the Department of Social Services (DSS) to establish a system to distribute PPE to people that received services from DSS.  He stated that the plan would greatly assist Staff in placing PPE into the hands of residents that were financially disadvantaged and in need of PPE.  Mr. Owens then stated that Staff also planned to solicit assistance from civic and faith based organizations to provide distribution to those in need should there be more PPE available. 
----------




In Re:  Greensville County Public Schools (GCPS)


Chairman Astrop read a letter that the Board had received from the GCPS system.  It was in reference to the assistance that the school system had received from the County of Greensville in providing CARES Act funding for the purchase of hotspots and other items to aid in the implementation of virtual learning.  
----------



In Re:  Adjournment


With there being no further business to discuss, Supervisor Conwell moved, seconded by Supervisor Brown, to adjourn the meeting. A roll call vote was taken as follows: Supervisor Brown, aye; Supervisor Cain, aye; Supervisor Conwell, aye and Chairman Astrop, aye.

                                                       







______________________________

                                                                        Belinda D. Astrop, Chairman







______________________________







Brenda N. Parson, Clerk
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