At the Regular Meeting of the Greensville County Board of Supervisors, held on Tuesday, September 6, 2016, with Closed Session beginning at 4:30 P.M. and Regular Session beginning at 6:00 P.M., at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present

Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman



Michael W. Ferguson, Vice-Chairman



Dr. Margaret T. Lee



Raymond L. Bryant, Jr.


Chairman Wiley called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.
----------



In Re:  Closed Session

Mr. Whittington, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel, 5) Business and/or Industry and 7) Legal Matters.

Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Ferguson, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.
----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended the Board of Supervisors return to Regular Session.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to go into Regular Session.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.
----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #17-25

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Bryant, aye; Supervisor Ferguson, aye and Chairman Wiley, aye.
  




RESOLUTION #17-25
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
---------


In Re:  Approval of Agenda


Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended approval of the agenda with no added items.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve the Agenda as submitted. Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.
---------


In Re:  Approval of Consent Agenda


Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda.
. 

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve the Consent Agenda containing the following items. Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.
---------

Approval of minutes from the meeting of August 15, 2016.
-----


Budgetary Matters consisting of the following:  Fund #001 – Journal Voucher #11, in the amount of $1,698.00; Fund #013 – Appropriations Resolution #17-26, in the amount of $7.40 and Fund #075 – Appropriations Resolution #17-27, in the amount of $518.00, all of which are incorporated herein by reference.

-----


Warrants:

Approval of Accounts Payable for September 6, 2016, in the amount of $638,111.51

Approval of Payroll for August 31, 2016, in the amount of $427,525.25
----------



In Re:  Mr. Joe Lomax, Franklin Residency Administrator with VDOT


Mr. Lomax addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that he would give a few updates regarding some maintenance issues and a few other things that were going on at this time.


He stated that within the past couple of months, Mr. Gunn, Maintenance Supervisor, had sprayed calcium chloride on some of the very few left unpaved roads on the secondary system.  He also stated that ditching had been done on Miles Town Road, cutting of multiple intersections for site distances and replacement of a drain pipe on Hwy 58 that was collapsing up near Chatman’s Ford Road on the west bound side.  He further stated that there was a lot going on at the Greensville/Brunswick area regarding the power plant.  Mr. Lomax stated that he had pulled Mr. Gunn out from his normal duties to put down some asphalt in the areas complained about from the citizens.  He stated that the asphalt was holding up pretty good at this time due to the heat, temperature and the amount of trucks going through the area.  He also stated that he had saw four areas to be addressed and he would like the power plant to know about it and if they could not fix it, then VDOT would handle it. He further stated that crews were putting down surface on Rogers Road, the crews were doing seeding, stabilization, and signing and striping that should be done within the next couple of weeks.  He then stated that they had given a date of September 30th for the road to be open, so they would continue to push hard on the job with the weather permitting.

Mr. Whittington stated that if the decision makers with VDOT had given the roads the attention that they truly needed at the beginning of the process, a lot of disagreements and heartaches would not have happened as a result of just putting rocks on the road.


Mr. Lomax also stated that VDOT crews had replaced pipe on Route 705 Bell Medow Drive, performed ditching on Route 697 Watkin Drive, cleaned curb and gutter onRoute 301 at Elementary School, cleaned median and shoulders on Route 614 at I-95, cleaned DI’s on Route 58, performed daylight operation on signs all over the County, mowed secondary RTES, asphalted on Roughed 603 Fish Road, cleaned sidewalk and curb/gutter on Route 610, fixed broken shoulder with asphalt on Route 627 and worked on maintaining Route 609 Country Club Road.  He then stated that they would also be paving Hwy 58 Eastbound at the market and then next summer, they would pave the westbound lanes.

Supervisor Ferguson stated that on the eastbound side near the old Chambliss home, there were two spots by the shed on the highway that kept coming back and needed to be fixed.  

Mr. Lomax stated that he had looked at the 301 bridge and the contractor had started on the wall construction again.  He stated that they should be resuming work tomorrow.  He also stated that the bridge in Nottoway would be under construction because it had limited weight and needed to be replaced.  He stated that it was bid out, awarded and in the design phase.  He also stated that Mrs. Slate had requested a crosswalk review at Beach Mold & Tool.  He further stated that crews were moving along with the construction on the Meherrin Bridges, I-95.  He stated that they had excavation going on, have piles ordered and moving forward with the buttlets for Project B. Mr. Lomax stated that there would have to be a lane closure to put in 15 sheet piles that would start on September 7 and that they would be moved out of the road by 5:00 a.m. on September 8.

Mr. Lomas stated that within the next 60 days, VDOT would mill out and repair Route 58W at Route 301 ramp, mill out and repair Route 609 County Club Road, mill out and repair Route 600 Barley Road, replace line of cross drains on Route 600 Beef Road, tar and rock with tar pot on various secondary routes, put stone on the shoulders of Route 301 S. mow median on Route 58 in preparation for growth retardant spray, repair shoulder on route 58W with asphalt, mill and repair Route 301 N. at the 3 Creek Bridge, tree trimming on Route 62 Taylors Mill Road, continue to mow secondary routes and replace various cross drains throughout the County.

Mr. Lomax then asked the Board of Supervisors if they had any questions.  


Supervisor Ferguson stated that he had called Kevin in reference to who was checking behind the guys cutting the grass out in the County.  Mr. Lomax stated that it was Kevin Gunn, the Superintendent.  Supervisor Ferguson stated that they were not cutting to the edge of the pavement and the blades were apparently not sharpened because the grass looked like it had been skipped across here and there, not cut very well.  He also asked if VDOT would be cutting back the ditch line any more this year.  Mr. Lomax stated yes that it would be done once again before the frost.  Supervisor Ferguson stated that several years ago there was a comment that at some point in time, the speed limit on Hwy 58 would be increased to the same speed as it was in Brunswick County from 55mph to 60 mph.  Mr. Lomax stated that speed limit was done by a statewide study that caused Brunswick County’s limit to be raised to 60 mph.


Supervisor Bryant asked Mr. Lomax to check with Mr. Gunn to see how he was progressing with the list that Mr. Pope had forwarded to him at the beginning of the year because he had not seen much progress.


Supervisor Lee stated that as long as the grass was cut on the secondary roads and Hwy 301, she did not have any other concerns at this time.
----------



In Re:  Mr. Jay Holt, Project manager with Bigge Crane & Rigging Company


Mr. Holt addressed the Board of Supervisors and gave a power point present regarding the heavy haul routes that would be used to deliver equipment to the Dominion Power Plant.

----------



In Re:  Citizens Comments

Mr. Whittington addressed the public stating that anyone wishing to address the Board of Supervisors to please come forward and state their name and address for the record. 

Theresa Welch with the Independent Messenger asked Mr. Holt who would be in charge of informing the media regarding the dates of the heavy hauling of equipment.  Mr. Holt gave Ms. Welch his card with all his contact information.  Ms. Welch stated that it would be posted on the Independent Messenger’s Face Book page.

Ms. Deloris Allen addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that she would like to know how things were going to work regarding the broadband that was supposed to be created by the Dominion Power Plant for the County.  


Mr. Whittington stated that he did not know that Dominion was creating broadband for everyone.  Ms. Allen stated that in the paper, it stated that Dominion being located in our County would be bringing broadband and cellular service.


Mr. Whittington stated that several months ago, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors approved an initiative to see what could be done to improve broadband and cellular phone service.  He stated that the task had been given to Mr. Lin Pope, who would be speaking on this issue tonight, along with some other guest speakers, giving a monthly report as to what had been accomplished thus far regarding those two items.

Ms. Allen stated that the residents along Brunswick Road did not want the water extension.  She then stated that the residents would either have to pay whether they hooked up to the system or not so she was asking how that would be fair to the residents.


Mr. Whittington stated that this was not a debate and the Board of Supervisors appreciated any questions, comments or complaints she may have.  He stated that if a citizens question, comment or complaint was not answered during the meeting, Staff would be getting in contact with her/them to provide an appropriate answer after it was reiewed.


Ms. Allen asked what would be done with the $8 million that Dominion would be paying for property taxes.  Mr. Whittington stated that it would go in to the General Fund for Greensville County to pay the general bills incurred by the County.

----------



In Re:  Cell Phone and Broadband Initiative Monthly Progress Report

Mr. Lin Pope stated that on August 17, County Staff met with Verizon officials at the Verizon’s Newport News office that consisted of Carrie Spencer, Verizon Engineering Director; Marshall Pearsall, Verizon; Catherine Fulkner, Verizon Principal Engineer Regulator/Real Estate; Tim Dykstra, Verizon Director of Operation for Virginia; Katherine Howerton, Greensville County and myself.  He stated that Verizon provided Staff with every location that had equipment to provide cellular service, even the areas that they co-equipment located.  He also stated that Staff asked that Verizon to identify any site that they would like to develop in the future, in which Staff were provided an intensive list.  He further stated that as a County, Staff wanted to make sure that there was nothing on this end that prohibited Verizon or any other cellular provider to develop towers and provide better service.  Mr. Pope stated that Verizon informed Staff that the County had one of the better ordinances or special use permit process to move any project along.  He stated that the future of towers being located in this area was discussed such as the approval of a tower on Pine Log Road and other proposed sites such as one on Brink Road, Hollyhock Trail, the Claresville area and the Purdy Road area.  He further stated that Verizon’s budget would be prepared in November but would not take effect until January and at that time Verizon would know how much construction money it would have for projects.

Supervisor Ferguson asked if the funding was not available in November, was there a timeline as to when it would be discussed for this area again.  Mr. Pope stated that he felt that Greensville County was very high on the list.  Supervisor Ferguson asked what were the

alternatives if Verizon’s budget did not include constructing a tower for Greensville County.  Mr. Pope stated that as a locality, there were no alternatives for this community.


Mr. Whittington requested that Mr. Charlie Grigg with Telpage come forward to answer a few questions.  He asked Mr. Grigg if he was familiar with the technology by which Dominion had been receiving internet service.  Mr. Grigg stated yes and that they provided internet to Dominion at their site in a multistep phase.  He stated that Telpage had fiber at its Pleasant Shade Tower that made it easier to run the fiber from their office to the Pleasant Shade tower by use of microwave.  He also stated that once the road was finished and the power lines built, fiber would be put all the way to the site of Rogers Road.

Mr. Whittington asked if the Microwave Technology was a technology that lends itself to a County wide application.  Mr. Grigg stated that microwave technology was a point to point deal where really the county wide technology used located on their towers was point to multi-point to serve multiple homes. He also stated that right now microwave technology was expensive to go from a point A to point B for one customer but Dominion and Fluor needed it at the site, so Telpage provided it to them.


Mr. Whittington asked if there were a group of as many as ten residents that wanted internet service in the same kind of technology that Dominion had, could Telpage work out those arrangements with them.  Mr. Grigg stated yes and that Telpage had gone in where there were a cluster of customers that were interested and put up a wooden telephone pole made up of a 50ft-60 ft pole and telpage served to that location using a point to point product that would get them from one of their main towers that had fiber to that point and then from there, Telpage would use a mult-point project with sectors.  He also stated that with Telpage most of the product point to point sectors were non- line of site or near-line of sight. He further stated that a new product that Telpage had used was to put one sector up in the Low Ground Road pointing back towards Emporia that gave some customers service and they were also getting ready to do Skippers by putting four sectors up that would help in the future. He then stated that the first time they used the product was in Brunswick and they used the product on the Edgerton tower and received real good results out of it.  Mr. Grigg stated that it was a non-line of sight but also a near-line of sight, the reason they could, but of course the near-line of sight was better because they could get more service and not penetrate the trees.  He stated that the biggest obstacle with any product in Greensville County, or anywhere like Lake Gaston and Brunswick County was trees. 

Mr. Whittington asked Mr. Grigg is the best way to provide internet service by fiber optic cable?  Mr. Grigg stated definitely that the fiber was provided to them from two different routes, Northern Virginia and Atlanta.  He stated that when it got here, it was distributed out from their towers by fiber or microwave and then they redistribute from there but definitely fiber was the premium product.  He also stated that the biggest obstacle in every County where the population was real dense to get the fiber from there to someone’s house or somewhere else was real expensive.  He further stated that FIOS was a brand name used by Verizon and its FIOS was a triple play product now that included voice, internet and TV. Mr. Grigg stated that FIOS to the home was used in some big cities and not in the rural areas because it was very costly.  

Mr. Whittington stated that some wise contractor told him once that it cost about $50,000 per mile to install fiber optic cable.  Is that a reasonable cost estimate?  Mr. Grigg stated that it was very realistic because they had just bid a project in South Hill and it came back as about $53,000.  He also stated that then you would have to bore which was running about $14 to $18 a foot. He further stated that if you had to bore a real long site, you talking about a mile of $75,000 for a directional bore.

Mr. Whittington stated that just as informational for the Board of Supervisors, there are approximately 300 miles of roadway in Greensville County.  He stated that he guessed there could be other costs such as property acquisition, environmental requirements, the acquisition of broadband wit through the ISP and then there’s other costs that you would add to that.  Mr. Grigg stated that to deliver it to the home was just one step of the whole phase.  He stated that they would have to get the internet from Ashburn VA into Emporia by fiber and then they would have to send it to their routers and redistribute it out to the towers and from there the last mile from the towers and the last mile from to the homes which would be the hardest part of the project.

Mr. Whittington asked Mr. Grigg to his knowledge, was there an internet solution that was currently being used that would  provide internet service on a Countywide basis?  Mr. Grigg stated he did not know of any complete County wide project anywhere.  He stated that there were some projects where they tried such as Buggs Island out of Mecklenburg.  He also stated that there had been some that had been somewhat successful.  He further stated that it took about 8-10 houses to make it even feasible for Telpage to look at doing but they had to have somewhere to put out poles and have electricity put to it. Mr. Grigg stated that they provided internet and telephone, not TV.  He also stated that he just wanted everybody to know that Verizon was one of his customers becuae they used his towers, but there were also AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint PCS and that the County did not have to go with just one carrier.  He further stated that he would encourage the County to start contacting all the carriers to try and get them involved in this project and tell them the interess of the County and its citizens. 
-----



In Re:  Mr. Wayne Duty, Engineer with Verizon


Mr. Whittington asked Mr. Duty can Greensville County require Verizon to improve cellular service here in Emporia.  Mr. Duty stated no; they were not restricted in any way.


Mr. Whittington asked that since the County was currently working with Verizon to identify opportunities in which the County could be of assistance to improve cell service in the County; what more could the County do other than making contact with Verizon to notify them what the needs and desires of the constituents that the County was not doing.  Mr. Duty stated that Greensville had pretty much all it could do.  Mr. Pope was working directly with them to identify key areas that were important to the County so that they could match it with their plans do that they would know what was important for them.  He also stated that as a County that was pretty much all the County could do.  He further stated that they appreciated the effort that the County was putting forward.

Mr. Whittington asked if there were any questions.


Supervisor Ferguson stated that the Board of Supervisors was told by Ms. Faulkner a couple of meetings ago and told the community that we were lucky to have what we had.  He stated that she informed everyone that if there were drop calls to call Verizon because Verizon kept a log when the calls came through.  Supervisor Ferguson stated that he wanted to remind the citizens to do just that.  He also explained how he was dropping a lot calls in his home and the equipment he had invested in to try and make the service better.  Supervisor Ferguson stated that landline service had also gone bad here in this area.


Mr. Duty stated that there was a customer service team that logged in complaints and the data was used to pin point the troubled areas.  He stated that there were engineers sent out to find out where improvements or changes could be made or what could be changed on the existing network to make the area better.  He further stated that the trees causing the mobile signal not to make it to the tower could be a big problem.  Mr. Duty then reiterated that calling in to inform them of the problems was very important on the engineering side so that they would know where improvements were needed without the huge capital investment of building sites.  He then stated that it would be good for the citizens to call customer service at 611 to register the complaints.
----------



In Re:  Solar Farm


Mr. Pope addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that County Staff with an attorney from McGuire Woods to discuss changes needing to be made to the zoning ordinance in the County’s Comprehensive Plan concerning the solar sites.  He stated that there were a lot of solar companies showing interest in Southside Virginia, and Northeastern, North Carolina.  He also stated that Staff just wanted to make sure the County ordinances were in place to aide in the development of the projects so that they were not a nuisance to surrounding projects. Mr. Pope stated that the attorney gave them several areas that Staff needed to add to the zoning ordinance.  He stated that he had drafted the changes and sent them off to McGuire Woods for review but had not received the results yet.  He further stated that if the changes were approved by the attorney, they would come before the Board for approval the end of September, early October.
----------



In Re:  Department of Social Services Agreements


Mr. Whittington stated that there were two agreements regarding the Department of Social Services regarding a new building that Staff would be asking for approval on tonight.  He stated that the Agreement by and among Greensville County, the City of Emporia, and the Greensville/Emporia Department of Social Services.  He stated that this agreement set forth all of the details of the ownership, the organizational structure, financing and construction of a new building to house the Department of Social Services here in the Greensville County Office Park.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve the Department of Social Services Agreement.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:  Agreement by and among Greensville County, the City of Emporia, and the Greensville/Emporia, and the Greensville/Emporia Department of Social Services for a Satellite Kiosk Facility

Mr. Whittington stated that the City had requested a satellite kiosk be operational in one of the Community Partners locations for a period of one year following the construction and beginning of the operation of the new DSS Building at the Greensville County Office Park.  He stated that Staff had advised all of the details to the Board of Supervisors previously and recommends approval of the agreement.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve the Agreement for a Satellite Kiosk Facility.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:  New Computer Aided Dispatching System


Mr. Mike Veliky addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that earlier this year; the Sheriff’s Department Dispatch Center was successful in obtaining two grants from the Virginia Wireless Board.  He stated that one was for a new mapping display system and one for a new data recording system. He also stated that previously, the Board had authorized the Staff to use the request for proposal method of procurement for both of the systems rather than the invitation to bid.  He further stated that it was done, a committee was set up to review the proposal received.  He then stated that with regards to the mapping system, the County only received one proposal from Geo Comm and as the Committee started reviewing that proposal, and being nervous on receiving just one proposal; the Staff started looking at more options.  Mr. Veliky stated that the Committee discovered that there were multiple manufacturers making all-in-one products that included mapping, computer aided dispatch systems and some also included mobile ticket writing capabilities as one product.  He stated that the grant received was only for mapping so that was the reason Staff only advertised just for mapping.  He also stated that after the information discovered regarding the all-in-one product, they contacted the State Wireless Board and received approval to re-advertise for an all-in-one product, they could use the mapping money already received to apply towards the mapping portion of an all-in-one product so the committee decided it would be a good course of action.  He further stated that the Committee was requesting that the Board of Supervisors reject the one proposal received from Geo Comm and authorize the Staff to re-issue a new RFP for an all-in-one type product so that the mapping money could be used to help offset the cost of the entire project.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve Staff’s recommendation.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.


Mr. Velikey stated that Staff received four responses to the data recording system.  He stated that the Committee interviewed all four proposals and was recommending the Board authorize Staff to enter into a contract with Blue Ridge Voice and Data, LLC, to provide a new data recording system at the dispatch center using the grant money received from the Virginia Wireless Board.

Supervisor Lee moved, seconded by Supervisor Ferguson, to accept Staff’s recommendation.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:  Ratification of Actions regarding the previous Meeting of the Board of Supervisors


Mr. Whittington stated that at the previous meeting held on August 15, there was one Board Member conference in via telephone and responsive as well as two members in attendance at the meeting.  He stated that the meeting was also attended by the County Attorney who said that the way in which that meeting was held was legal and defensible by the Code of Virginia.  He also stated that to be cautious and conservative in following the County Attorney’s request, Staff was requesting that the Board of Supervisors ratify all of the actions that were taken by the Board of Supervisors taken at the last meeting.


Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Ferguson, to ratify all of the actions taken by the Board of Supervisors at its last meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:  Boards and Commissions Appointments

1.
Industrial Development Authority – An At-Large Appointment for a term of four years.


Chairman Wiley opened the floor for nominations of individuals to serve on the Industrial Development Authority Board for a term of four years.


Supervisor Lee moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to re-appoint Mr. Danny Rook and Mrs. Robin Whitman and to appoint Mr. James Luke for a term of four years.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.
-----


In Re:  South Centre Corridors Resource Conservation and Development Council – An At-Large Appointment for a term of four years.


Chairman Wiley opened the floor for nominations of an individual to serve on the South Centre Corridors Resource Conservation and Development Council for a term of four years.

Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to defer the appointment until the next meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.
----------


 
In Re:  Miscellaneous Matters


Mr. Whittington stated that located in the Friday Memo were the Staff Work Programs and Departmental Reports for the Board’s review and comments.


Chairman Wiley asked if there were any questions.  There were none.

----------



In Re:  Adjournment


With there being no further business, Supervisor Lee moved, seconded by Supervisor Ferguson, to adjourn the meeting. Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Ferguson, Lee and Chairman Wiley.






_____________________________________







Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman






___________________________________







K. David Whittington, Clerk
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