At the Regular Meeting of the Greensville County Board of Supervisors, held on Monday, July 1, 2013, with Closed Session beginning at 5:00 P.M., and Regular Session beginning at 6:00 P.M., at the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present

Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman



Michael W. Ferguson, Vice-Chairman 




James C. Vaughan


 
Dr. Margaret T. Lee 
----------



Chairman Wiley called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.
----------



In Re:  Closed Session

Mr. Whittington, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended the Board go into Closed Session, Section 2.2-3711 (a) 1) Personnel, Industrial Development and 7) Legal Matters.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to go into Closed Session, as recommended by Staff.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

----------

 

            In Re:   Regular Session

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to go into Regular Session.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

----------



In Re:
Certification of Closed Meeting – Resolution #14-01

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to adopt the following Resolution.  A roll call vote was taken, as follows:  Supervisor Ferguson, aye; Supervisor Lee, aye; Supervisor Vaughan, aye; and Chairman Wiley, aye.
  




RESOLUTION #14-01
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

WHEREAS, the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensville County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Greensville County Board of Supervisors.
----------

Chairman Wiley recessed the meeting until the Conclusion of the Water and Sewer Authority Meeting.
---------


Chairman Wiley reconvened the meeting in Regular Session.
---------


In Re:  Approval of Agenda


Mr. Whittington, County Administrator, stated that Staff recommended approval of the agenda with two added items in Closed Session – a Personnel Matter and an Industrial Development Matter.

Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to approve the Agenda as amended. Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.
---------


In Re:  Approval of Consent Agenda


Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended approval of the Consent Agenda.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Vaughan, to approve the Consent Agenda containing the following items. Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.
---------

Minutes from the Meeting of June 17, 2013.
---------

Warrants:

Approval of Accounts Payable for July 1, 2013, in the amount of $747,219.60

Approval of Payroll for June 30, 2013, in the amount of $378,725.88
----------



In Re:  Citizens Comments


Mr. Whittington asked if there were anyone present who wished to address the Board of Supervisors to come forward and state their name and address for the record.  
-----



Mrs. Martha Dodd-Slippy, owner of 2487 Quarry Road, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that she was not aware of a previous meeting held in Skippers in regards to the wells going dry.  She asked if a seismologist had been contacted to see if a crack was in the waterbed because of the earthquake the County had a while back to if it was making the water drain very slowly. 

Mr. Whittington stated that Mr. Clements would be addressing that issue during the Water and Sewer Authority meeting if and asked if she would mind waiting until that time for Mr. Clements to address her question.

Mr. Lin Matthews of 664 Quarry Road addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that he was in favor of the twice yearly payment of taxes due to it would be less of a burden on the tax payers.  He also stated that the dumpster site at the Ruritan Club may need another box put out there because the trash bins were overloaded.  He then stated that he was a member of the neighborhood watch and invited the Board of Supervisors to attend a meeting to be held next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Ruritan Club.  

Mr. Whittington stated that Mr. Owens had heard his complaint regarding the dumpster site and would be taking care of the issue.

----------



In Re:  Otterdam Road Grant Award


Mrs. Natalie Slate, Director of Economic Development, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that the Virginia Department of Transportation had awarded Greensville County a $3.3 million grant for the expansion of the Otterdam Road.  She stated that Otterdam Road would serve the Mid-Atlantic Advanced Manufacturing Center.  Mrs. Slate stated that the award was made through the Revenue Sharing Program.  She stated that Otterdam Road was currently a 16” wide public road that was in the secondary road system of VDOT.  She also stated that the road was proposed to be expanded to a 24’ width with a 1’ paved shoulder on each side and a 3’ paved shoulder for pedestrians and bike traffic and that it was a requirement by VDOT.  She then stated that the road would be improved a total of 4.2 miles in order to serve the entire project area.  Mrs. Slate stated that Reynolds Clark had been selected to engineer the road to construction ready documents and was already in the process of doing so.  She stated that all allocation did require a 1 to 1 match.  She then stated that Greensville County would be applying to the Tobacco Commission to match the funds and that all funds would secure the road expansion construction which would be in Spring of 2014.
----------



In Re:  Twice Yearly Payment of Taxes


Mrs. Parson stated that at the Board’s request, Staff had prepared a memo regarding a change in the collection of tax revenues by the County.  She stated that in looking into the different ways to collect taxes, Staff discovered that localities around the state billed residents differently.  She also stated that some split the entire tax amount due in half and billed for 50% in June or July and the remaining 50% in December.  She then stated that some localities collected only personal property taxes in June and only real estate taxes in December. Mrs. Parson stated that some localities reverse that and collected real estate taxes in June and personal property in December.  She then stated that others only sent out tax bills once per year, as Greensville County.  Mrs. Parson stated that one of the advantages of twice yearly payment of taxes was the benefit to the resident. She stated that residents wouldn’t have to bear the burden of a large once a year payment and that billing at two different times would lessen the hardship on the taxpayer at the end of a calendar year.  She also stated that an advantage to the County was that by collecting taxes two times a year (mid-year and at the end of the calendar year), the County’s revenue stream would be spread out through the year instead of having an influx of funds in December. Mrs. Parson stated that after consideration of all the information, Staff’s recommendation was to go from a once a year billing for real estate and personal property taxes to billing twice a year and that it could be accomplished in several ways as follows:

1.  One alternative was to bill residents for personal property taxes earlier in the year and have them payable by July 5th and then bill again in the fall of the year for real estate taxes with a due date of December 5th, or
2. Collect Real estate taxes in July and personal property in December.

Mrs. Parson stated that if the second method was chosen, all residents who financed their homes would have to notify the lending institutions of the change in due date since taxes were usually escrowed and paid by the banks.  She stated that Staff requested direction from the Board before proceeding with formulating a plan.

Supervisor Ferguson stated that he would like to see the County go to twice yearly taxes.  He stated that he would like to see the real estate paid first and personal property in December for less changing of records for the residents.

Supervisor Lee stated that she had a constituent that was interested in the twice yearly payment of taxes.


Mrs. Pamela Lifsey, Treasurer, addressed the Board of Supervisors stating that the June 5th due date would put a hardship on her office because of a lot of reporting due by June 30th and getting ready for the auditors.  She also stated that the holiday was in the first week of July.  Mrs. Lifsey stated that her suggestion would be to either have it due the first of June or the 5th of August.  She stated that August 5th would be better because it would still accomplish helping with the cash flow and it wouldn’t put a hardship on her office.  She then stated that it did not matter which was done first, the real estate or personal property.


Mrs. Debbie Mosely with the Commissioner of the Revenue’s Office, stated that a memo was sent out to the Board in the Friday Memo and then asked if there were any questions.  There were none.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Vaughan, to proceed with twice yearly taxes with the real estate being due August 5 and personal property being due December 5.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee and Vaughan.  Chairman Wiley voted no.

----------



In Re:  Boards and Commissions Appointments


Mr. Whittington stated that there were a number of appointments to be made.

-----



In Re:  Southside Community Criminal Justice Board – An At-Large Appointment for a term of 2 years.


Chairman Wiley opened the floor for nominations of an individual to serve on the Southside Community Criminal Justice Board for a term of two years.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to defer the appointment until the next meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.
-----



In Re:
Southside Virginia Education Center Board of Directors – An At-Large Industry

Appointment for a term of 4 years.  


Mr. Whittington stated that an appointment needed to be made to fill the unexpired term of Pamela Stell with Boars Head Provisions.  He stated that Boar’s Head had recommended the appointment of Mrs. Joyce Booker with Human Resources.


Chairman Wiley opened the floor for nominations of an individual to serve on the SVEC Board of Directors.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to appointment Joyce Booker to fill the unexpired term of Pamela Stell beginning 07/01/13 through 06/30/2015.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.
-----



In Re:  Mid Atlantic Advanced Manufacturing Center Regional Industrial Facility Authority 


Mr. Whittington stated that two At-Large Appointments need to be made; one for a two year term and one for a four year term.

Chairman Wiley opened the floor for nominations of individuals to fill the two At-Large Appointments for the terms specified.


Supervisor Lee moved, seconded by Supervisor Vaughan, the appointment of Honorable Michael Ferguson to fill the four year term beginning 7/1/13 until 6/30/17.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.


Supervisor Ferguson moved, seconded by Supervisor Vaughan, the appointment of Honorable Margaret T. Lee to fill the two year term beginning 7/1/13 until 6/30/15.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Ferguson, Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.

---------


In Re: 
Miscellaneous Matters


Various Departmental Reports and Staff Work Programs were prepared for the Board’s review and comments. 


Chairman Wiley asked if anyone had any questions.  There were none.

---------


In Re:
Adjournment


With there being no further business, Supervisor Vaughan moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to adjourn the meeting.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Lee, Vaughan and Chairman Wiley.






_____________________________________







Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman






___________________________________







K. David Whittington, Clerk
1

