At the Budget Session, held on Monday, March 28, 2016, at 2:00 P.M., in the Board Room of the Greensville County Government Building, 1781 Greensville County Circle, Emporia, Virginia.

 

            Present
:
Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman 



Dr. Margaret T. Lee



Raymond L. Bryant, Jr.


Absent:
Michael W. Ferguson, Vice-Chairman

                      

----------

 
           Chairman Wiley called the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M.
----------


            In Re:  Approval of the Agenda
 

            Mr. Whittington stated that Staff recommended approval of the agenda with no added items.

Supervisor Lee moved, seconded by Supervisor Bryant, to approve the Agenda as submitted.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Lee, and Chairman Wiley. 
-----



Mr. Whittington stated that today’s session concerned the FY2017 budget.  He stated that Staff would be working from the detailed budgetary and Mrs. Parson would be working from the supplemental information included in the budget book.  
-----



In Re:
Fund 001-Expenses


Mr. Whittington reviewed the expenses stating that there was a total budget of $16,484,947.  He stated that this amount included a proposed 1% COLA and a 2.5% merit increase for County employees.  He also stated that there were slight increases in the health insurance and the VRA rates.


Mr. Whittington reviewed the budgeted FY2016, the requested FY2017 and the proposed FY2017 amounts for each department.


Mrs. Parson stated that also included in the proposed budget were new funds set up within the general fund for the Greensville Volunteer Fire Department and Public Transportation.  

-----



In Re:  Greensville County Public Schools

Mr. Whittington stated that all of the school systems in the Commonwealth of Virginia seemed to have done very well as a result of the General Assembly actions.  He stated that the local school system would benefit to the sum of $1.2 million in additional revenue from the Commonwealth of Virginia.  He also stated that the School Board approved a budget request for approximately $250,000 more from both Greensville County and the City of Emporia.  He further stated that the school contract based each share of the expenditures on ADM (Average Daily Membership) for the number students that attend the school system and reside in the County and the City.  He then stated that the other primary consideration was the composite index.  Mr. Whittington stated that the County’s composite index was typically around .22250 and the City’s had been about .2500.  He stated that the composite index could go as high as a .8 which meant you would have a very wealthy community and would receive the lowest amount of state aide for education on a per capita basis.  He also stated that the County received a great deal of financial aid from the Commonwealth because the composite index was so low.  He further stated that a marked change would occur next year due to the recalculation of the composite index.  He then stated that the County’s composite index would drop slightly while the City’s composite index would drop drastically.  Mr. Whittington stated that in response to the upcoming change, the County had dumped a lot of money into the school system’s budget and was not recommending any tax increases as of yet.  He stated that Staff understood that if the City and County’s combined local share to the schools stayed the same, the County’s share would go up between $225,000 and $250,000.  He also stated that the County wanted to give the school system some extra money so Staff has requested two scenarios.  He further stated that if the County’s share went up $250,000 it would mean the City’s share would go down by $250,000 and he had talked to Brian about not dropping the City’s share $250,000 and the County would have to do $250,000 plus more.  Mr. Whittington stated that the full request of the school board was for the County to pay $250,000 and there was not enough money in the budget to grant that request without raising taxes.  He stated that he had received figures from the City that were sent to Mr. Steve Jacobs for review and had not received a response yet.  He also stated he thought the County could fund more for the schools but at this point the County could not do all of it without raising taxes.  He then stated that at the next meeting, Staff should have all of the facts and figures and information from the auditors and financial advisors to give the Board the exact figures of its contribution to the school system. 

----------



Adjournment


With there being no further business to discuss, Supervisor Bryant moved, seconded by Supervisor Lee, to adjourn the meeting until April 11, 2016.  Voting aye:  Supervisors Bryant, Lee, and Chairman Wiley.

                                                                       _______________________________________

                                                                        Peggy R. Wiley, Chairman






_______________________________________







K. David Whittington, Clerk

